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UNIT I

Economic Problem
1.0 Objective

The object of the unit is to introduce students the basic economic problems and their meaning, types, character-
istics etc. The unit basically deals with problems like poverty, land alienation, unemployment, displacernent urban-
ization, etc and their magnitudes, consequences in general among various social groups. It also provides a general
outline of various governmental initiatives to eradicate these social menaces from time to time.

1.1 Concept of Poverty

Poverty is one of the main social problems which have attracted attention of various social scientists like sociolo-
gists, anthropologists, economists, etc. Poverty can be defined as a social phenomenon in which a section of the
society is unable to fulfill even its basic necessities of life. When a substantial segment of a society is deprived of
the minimum level of living and continues at a bare subsistence level, that society is said to be plagued with mass
poverty. It indicates a condition in which a person fails to maintain a living standard adequate for his physical and
mental efficiency. It is a situation people want to escape. It gives rise to a feeling of a discrepancy between what
one has and what one should have. It can be defined as a situation when people are unable to satisfy the basic
needs of life. The definition and methods of measuring poverty differs from country to country. According to the
definition by Planning Commission of India, poverty line is drawn with an intake of 2400 calories in rural areas
and 2100 calories in urban areas. Ifa person is unable to get that much minimum level of calories, then he/she is
considered as being below poverty line (Lekhi, 2004).

No doubt that problem of poverty is faced by all developing countries these days referred to as the Third World
countries, which constitute two-thirds of the total world population but the poverty in India has few parallels in the
world. Poverty is writ large on the face of an average Indians. Poverty on amass scale exists because the level of
national income in India is very low. Besides, even this low national income is very unevenly distributed.

To understand the problem of poverty better we may distinguish between absolute poverty and relative poverty
which are the two expressions quite common in any in depth study of poverty. These two types of standards i,¢
absolute and relative poverty, are common in economic literature to measure poverty.

1.1.1 Absolute Poverty

Right from the 19" century, some researchers are trying to fix some yardstick for measuring poverty in precise
terms. Ideally speaking sucha yardstick would help us establish a fixed level of poverty, known as poveriy line,
below which poverty begins and above which poverty ends. Such a yardstick is believed to be universal in
character and would be applicable to all the societies. This concept of poverty is known as “absolute poverty”.

Absolute poverty is often known as “subsistence poverty” since it is based on assessments of minimum subsis-
tence requirements such food, clothing, shelter, health requirements etc. Absolute Poverty of a person means that
his income or consumption expenditure is so meager that he lives below the minimum subsistence level. Because
of his absolute poverty condition, he will not be able to maintain his health and efficiency and, in fact, he may be
starving.

Some concepts of absolute poverty would even include the idea of “basic cultural needs ", This broadens the
idea of basis human needs beyond the level of physical survival. Drewowski and scott include education, secu-

rity, leisure and recreation in their category of “basic cultural need”.
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It is clear that the incidence of poverty among Schedule Tribes is the highest followed by Schedule

Caste. These two social groups, even though they constitute only 31% of the total rural population, account
for nearly 44% of the rural poor at the All India level. Even at the state level, poverty is highest among the ST
and SC households. States like Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa have more than 50% of their households
below the poverty line. Among the 15 major states, Orissa witness the b

. . ghest poverty among STsi.e, 74% of
households are below poverty line and Bihar has $9% of SCsbelow povertyl;i(:; :II? af d Vani, 2007).
1.3 Couses of poverty in India
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1 Low Productivity in Agriculture: The level of
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4 Low Rate of Economic Development: The rate of economic development in India has been below the
required level. The rate of growth of our economy between 1951-71 has been Jjust 3.5% which is negli-

gible. Our per capita income is still very less. Many of our Five Year Plans ended with failure without
achieving the targeted growth,

5 Increasing Unemployment: Our economy has not provided enough employment opportunities for the
people. Hence unemployment is mounting, In 1952, the number of registered unemployed persons was
about 4.37 lakhs it increased to 334 lakhs in 1990. By December 1991, the figure has swelled to 36.3

6 Capital Deficiency: Industries require huge capital for their fast growth. But lack enough capital has
hampered the growth of our industries. The process economic liberalisation which has been let [oose
recently is yet to show its results,

1.3.3 Social Factors

1 Traditionalism: India is a land of traditionalism, communalim, casteism, linguism, parochialism, religious
and linguistic prejudices and so on. These factors have a negative effect on country’s progress by making
people dogmatic in their approach and narrow minded and selfish in outlook.

2 Illiteracy and Ignorance: illiteracy and Ignorance are supportive of poverty. By 1981, there were
about 40.33 crore illiterate in the country. Further our defective educational system is incapable of gener-
ating employment and there is no guarantee of job for the educated youths.

3 Dominance of Caste and Joint Families: Qur caste system still has its hold on the caste members. The
caste system compels its members to stick on to the traditional and hereditary occupations of the caste.
It does not give encouragement to the caste members to take up to jobs of their choices. In the vey same
manner, the joint families which are still dominant on the rural areas do not allow young members to take
initiative in making new adventures in the employment and economic spheres.

4 Demographic factors: Population in India is growing at an alarming rate. Within 60 years(1921-1981)
it had doubled. It had reached an incredible number of 84.39 crore in 1991, Hence the little progress that
is achieved in the economic sphere is being eaten away by the growing population. About 7% of the
people (4.75 crores) are above 60 years and their capacity to cotribute to economic production is
limited. About 40% of the people are below 14 years of age and hence are incapable of earning,

1.3.4 Other factors

1 Long Period of Foreign Rule: India was under foreign rule for a long period. The British who muled
India ruthlessly, has systematically spoiled the basic economic structure of our land and destroyed the
various arts, crafls, cottage and small industries which we had previously. They exploited Indian re-
sources for the glory of Britain and made Indians parasites in several respects.

2 Climatic factors: Climate can also be a cause of poverty. The hot climate of India reduces the capacity
of the people to work, and hence, naturally, production cannot be increased in the desired quantity.

3 Wars and Threats of War: India had to spend huge amount of money on wars which she had fought
with China and Pakistan. There is constant threat of war also. Hence huge amount of money is being
spent on our defence industry. About 15% to 25% of national income was spent previously on defence
purposes and very recently it is reduced to 16.7% (1989-90).

4 Defective Political System and Lack of Political Will: Indian political system is very often con-
demned as corrupt, inefficient, and defective, Unhealthy competition among the political parties for power
has many a times damaged our national interests. Qur political leaders lack nationalistic fervor and will
power to face the challenges that are confronting the nation.




1.4 Poverty Eradication Programmes

According to Dhage (2008) poverty alleviation programmes in India can be divided into two time
penods:

1. Poverty Alleviation Programmes up to 1990,
2. Poverty Alleviation Programmes in the Reform Period,

1.4.1  Poverty Alleviation Programmes up to 1999

Strategy. It was noted that the elimination of abject poverty could not be attained as corollary to an accelera-

tion in the rate of growth of the economy alone, Major poverty alleviation programmes introduced during
1950-1990 were the following;

Community Development Programme (CDP)in 1952,

Crash Scheme for Rural Employment (CSRE)in 1972,

Drought-prone Area Programme (DPAP)in 1973,

Marginal Farmer and Agricultural labour agency (MFALA)in 1973,

Small Farmer Development Agency (SFDA)in 1974,

Twenty-Point Programme (TTP)in 197s.

Food for Work Programme (FWP)in 1977.

Training Rural Youth for Seif Employment (TRYSEM)in 1979,

-9 Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP)in 1980,
10 National Rural Employment Programme (NREP)in 1980,
11 Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas (DWCRA) in 1982
12 Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY) in 1989, ’
13 Nehru Rozgar Yojana (NRY) in 1989

OO0 =) Oy LA B L B e

Most of these programmes were concejved and founded b

the criteria for allocation between the states. Actual impl ememaﬁg:legg}ggltg}&vemment which dctemliqed
subject to guidelines regarding the scope and content of scheme, ang theiir € state GOVQmment agencics
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Rural electrification was added as an additional component in 2001-02. The Planning Co
both financial and physical monitoring of this programme.

1.4.2 Poverty Alleviation Programmes in the Reform Period

For the purpose of poverty alleviation, several special programmes for employment gencration arc being
implemented both in the rural and urban areas during the reform period, These Programmes provide employ-

i} Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS): This was launched from 2m Oct’ 1993 in 1778 develop-
ment blocks in the rural areas of 261 Districts. The main objective of this scheme is to provide profitable
employment of not less than 100 days to every desirous person aged between 18 years and 60 years during
the Ican agricultural season, Also, 1o cerate economic Infrastructure and community projects in order to
supply sufficient employment and development activities. EAS isa demand-driven programmes,

i) Prime Minister’s Rozgar Yojana (PMRY): PMRY was also introduced on 2™ Oct’ 1993, Under
this scheme every educated unemployed youth in the age group of 18-40 years and having a family income
below Rs. 40,000 is provided a loan up to Rs. 1. lakh for opening his own enterprise and Rs. 2 lakh for other

activities. During 1993-94 this scheme was implemented only in the urban areas but since April 1994 it has
been implemented both in urban and rural areas.

iii) National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP)} : The NSAP was launched in August 1995, It
has three components: a) National Old Age Pension Scheme (N OAPS), b) National F amily Benefit Scheme
(NFBS)and ¢) National Maternity Benefit Scheme (NMBS). TheNSAPisa centrally sponsored programme
that aims at ensuring a minimum national standard of social assistance over and above the assistance that the
states provide from their own resource. The NOAPS provides a monthly pension of Rs. 75 to destitute BPL
person over the age of 65. The NFBS is a scheme for BPL families who are given Rs. 10,000 in the event of

the death of the breadwinner. The NMBS provides Rs.500 to support the nutritional intake for pregnant
women,

iv) Swarna Jayanti Sahari Rozgar Yojana (SISRY): SISRY has been operational since December
1997. This scheme provides gainful employment to the urban unemployed and underemployed poor by en-
couraging the setting up of self-employment ventures and provision wage employmernt.

v Swarna Gram Swarezgar Yojana (SGSY): SGSY was launched in April 1999 after the restructyr-
ing of the erstwhile IRDP and an allied scheme. Itis the only seif-employment programme currently being
implemented. It is concejved as a holistic programme for micro-enterprises covering ail aspects of self-em-
ployment. Its objective is to bring the assisted Swarozgaris above the poverty line by providing them with

Ing water and nutrition,
mmission is carrying out




increased from 25 to 340 kg since April 2000. The scheme was further expanded in June 2003 by adding another
50 lakh to BPL families.

viii) Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY); The PMGSY was launched in December
2000 to provide road connectivity to 1.6 lakh of unconnected habitation with a population of 500 persons more
in rural areas by the end of Tenth Plan Period. It is being executed in all the states and union territories of India.

ix) Valmiki Ambedkar Awas Yojana (VAMBAY): The VAMBAY was launched in December 2001 to
ameliorate the conditions of the urban s'lnm-dwellers living below the boverty line without adequate shelter. The
scheme has the primary objective of facilitating the construction and upgrading of dwelling units for slum dwellers
and providing a healthy and enabling urban environmernt.

x} Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana (SGR

Y) : SGRY was launched jn Se '
. s ptember 2001 by merging
the ongoing scheme of Jawahar Gram Samridhi Yojana (J GSY) and the Employment Assurance Scher?;e (EAS).

The objective of this programme is to provide additiona] wage emplo i
. . \ _ yment in th food
security, along with the creation of durable community, social and economic infrasnilgﬁl ?;e:ieﬁc;i::;) . This

Mployment in a year.
xi) Indira Awaas Yojana (1AY): 1AY aims to

provide dwelling yn;
(SCs), Schedule Tribe (STs) and free bonded labourers and aiso o nfnlfmts’ e ofcostio he Schedule Cast?
funded on cost sharing basis in the ratio of 75:25

SC/ e .
between the center an, ST BPL families in rural areas. It 15
lakh houses had been constructed or upgraded

. d states, Up 1138
with an expenditure of R - 5 20890 r(; l{eanuauy 2006, abou

generating wage empl.oyment through works that develop the j cmsrzcbl:,smy of the people in rural areas by
government will prowdn 100 days of ernployment Per year to whosoeyey is willi e ofthat arey. Asper NREqS’ the
as alandmark program in poverty alleviation measureg, g to work, NREGP is considered

1.5 An overview of Poverty in Arunachgj

_ _ Pradesy
_ Since the 1960s, considerable research has‘ been done op Poverty levels
in Arunachal, very little research hns been done in thi and the limite infand tre.:nds across the countrys bu.t;
difficult to estimate the extent and Intensity Ofpoverty e Ormation that is ay ailable makes 1

sarea,

. " Prevalent he

to quantify and assess poverty, but, these estimateg have varigyg ¢ ;2;:611 t_Oday. Some attempts have been made
Omungs,

1.5.1 Estimates made by Planning Commission

According to the Planning Commission €stimates

. . ) » 39,
living Below the Poverty Line (BPL) in 1993.94. Inthe cOurseg Z; fh Ber cent People of Arunachal Pradesh were

. 0
2000, 33.47 per cent of the people were estimated tg be Cnext faw years, poverty declined. In | 999-

under the poVe '
1.5.2 Estimates made by the Directorate of Ruraj Deveg Ity line (NHDR 2007 ).

A poverty estimate made by the Directorate ofRural ¢lopment
showed that 54 per cent of families in rura] Arunacha] Pradevel()pm
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increased to 78 per cent in 1997-98, an increase of 24 per ce te o1 Were Poor in 199
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poverty ratios in Arunachal increased substantially during the 1992-93 to 1997-98 period, and the inter-district
variation continued to be high. In 1997-98, East Kameng had the lowest incidence of poverty (49 per cent), while
Upper Subansiri recorded a poverty ratio which was nearly twice as high (97 per cent). During this period, the
poverty ratio increased from 25 to 87 per cent in West Kameng, arise of 62 per cent. In Changlang, it increased
from 21 per cent to 80 per cent. On the other hand, poverty declined from 75 per cent to 49 per cent in East
Kameng. In Upper Subansiri, poverty rose from 61 to 97 per cent in the course of five years. These estimates of
poverty do not match those of other experts. There is also no plausible explanation for the inter-district as well as
the temporal variation of poverty. Since the Government has been implementing many poverty alleviation
programumes, a negative relationship is expected between poverty, and the level of income. Similarly, a negative

relationship is expected between the growth of income, and the change in the poverty level (Arunachal Pradesh
HDR 2005).

Check Your Progress

What is Poverty? How it is measured?
What are the causes of poverty?
Discuss the various poverty eradication programmes initiated by the Government of India,

As per the estimation made by the National Sample Survey, which social group has the highest per
centage of poverty in India?
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1.6 Unemployment

Along with poverty, unemployment is also widespread in India. It is indeed, common to all the countries of the
world whether they are industrially advanced or not. An international labour ¢xpert commented; [in September

1992]- “About 400 million new workers are expected to enter the world’s labour force this decade and pros-
pects of finding jobs for all of them are gloomy”.

The Finnish director of the International Labour Organisation’s {ILO) employment department, Juhani Lonnroth,

 has said in one of his speech that “the population of working age in the world will grow by 700 million people

in the 1990s. With the conserving assumption that 55% of this people will seek employment, about 400
million jobs have to be created to absorb the new entrants. Unfortunately, the prospects of achieving this
Jjob creation are not yet very bright”  The problem s, of course, more acute for Asian countries rather than for

the African and Latin American countries because of the serious explosion of these countries. India thus cannot be
an exception.

What is unemployment? - In simple sense, unemployment is said to be exist when people are willing to work
at going wages but cannot find jobs. In other words, unemployment is largely concern with those men and women
who constilute the labour force of the country, who are able-bodied and willing to work, but are not gainfully
employed. According to C.B Mamoria, “unemployment is state of worklessness for a man fit and willing to
work, that is, it is a condition of involuntary and not voluntary idleness”. According to D. Mello “a condition in
which an individual is not in a state of remunerative occupation despite his desire to do o™, Nava Gopal Das,
described unemployment as a “condition of involuntary idleness”. The Planning Commission of India has de-
scribed a person as “marginally unemployed” when he/she remains without work for six months ina year, Against
this, the ILO considers that person as ‘employed’ who remained with work for 15 hours (two days) in a week (of

developed country which provides social security to the unem-

- ployed but it cannot be accepted in a developing country like India which has no Unemployment Insurance

Scheme.




Unemployment has three elements: 1. An individual should be capable of working, 2. An individual shouldbe] ~ Table 3.1: All India Unemployment Rate (%)

willing to work, and 3. An individual must make an effort to find work.on this basis, a person who is physically or: 1999.00 1993-94 1983
mentally dlsa:nle or whf) is chronic.allyill a.nd' l.mabletowork cannot be included in the definition of unemployed All 724 6.03 828,
person. Asociety is behevefiflo be “11 a condl‘:;:‘t{ of full employmentj’ ifthe period of enforced idleness remains Rural Urban Rural Utban Rural Urban
minimum. A society with employment has four characteristics; 1)an individual take very little time to ﬂnd Al 08 779 561 743 703 953
remunerative work according to his capabilities and qualifications, ii) he s syre of finding remunerative work, i)
the number of vacant jobs in the society exceeds the numbser of job seekers and iv) work is available on ‘ad Males 7.09 745 364 672 7.51 9.22
equate remuneration’, oK Females | 703 942 5.55 10.52 8.98 11.01
1.7 The magnitude of unemployment in Illdia Source: The NSS survey in 1999-00 and 1993-94
1.8 Types of unemployment
Though the problem of unemployment s growing inan We may speak of different types of unemployment such as the following:
: Unmanageable proporti have auther” ¢ ay speak o Tent types poym . . :
tic mfonpanon rega_rd!ng the exact number of unemployed persong ip India, 1t 12 repo:lnc:]; lw?h d‘: irilosiimtioﬂ s such 1 Seasonal unemployment: Seasonal unemployment is very much associated with agricultural sector and
as Plannm. g Commission; National Samp!e Survey., and the Cenry] Statistical O in i . the Indian Statis certain manufacturing units like sugar and ice factories. The nature of work in sugar factory is such that the
tical Institute) have not made any systematic and satisfactory attempt to collect autr}% sation (or e bout unerm- workers have to remain out of work for about six months in a year,
ployment. entic informationa 2 Agricultural unemployment: Agricultural unemployment is caused on account of a number of factors,
i i that even the family members of the working a e-group are not ab-
We have however, three sources to .. . First, the landholdings are so small . rking age-group are not a
They are — (i) The National Census whichoollll:lg zome Statistics regarding the extent of unemployment in India. sorbed by the land. Second, the nature of work is seasonal. Broadly speaking, a cultivator in India re-
Employment Exchange Registrations, O fthese theni:; in ten. years; (ii) the National Sample Survey; (iil) ﬂfe mains unemployed for about four to six monthsina year. According to the Land Revenue Commission
being used widely. ’ Otmation collected through the national sample survey 15 appointed in Bengal, a cultivator (in Bengal) remains unemployed fro about for six months in a year, The

Economists have estimated that of the total population in the rural areas, 29.4 percent people are self-

o supporting, 59 per cent are non-earning dependents and 11.6 per cent are earning dependents. This

DProximati be considereg as highly authenti an means that 29.4 per cent people not only support themselves but they also support themselves but they
n

often take into consideration the number of Persons registereq ; and rough estimates. These cstimates ¥¢ ; also support the remaining 70.6 per cent people as well,
cover mainly the urban areas. Rurai areas are not covereq p i eml?lo}’ment €xchange and these exchang® i 3 Cyclical unemployment: This is caused because of the ups and downs in trade and business. When the
exchange is voluntary, all the unemployed do not 80 for registrat: M. Since Legistration with the employme, i entrepreneurs earn high profits, they invest them in business which increases employment but when they
some ordinary jobs also go for go registration for they intent 1, tons. Furthey Some people who are already ": ! get less profit or suffer from losses or their products remain unsold and pile up, they reduce the numbers
supply full information about people who are ‘unemployed: Secure some 800d jobs, Thege exchanges M3y no', of workers in their industries which causes unemployment. A boom is generated when investments exceed
1.7.1 Estimate of U ) ; s§vings, ax}d similarly a depressions result when saving exceeds investment. This is probably an over
-/.1 Lstimate of Unemploymen¢ by Nationa) g amp)] ! simplification of the concept of cyclical unemployment but still it is essentially true,
The table no. 3.1 below presents the all Ing;, ple S““’ey (NSS) ‘ 4 Industrial unemployment: It is caused because of a large-scale migration of people from rural to urban

The data is also broken down by gender and by locat

areas, losses incurred by industries, slow growth of industries, competition with foreign industries, un-
lation. Unemployment rates in the urh

planned industrialization, defective industrial policies, labour strikes or employers’ lockouts, rationaliza-

Une poylne t '1_
On (Cura s TS fOr 1983 1993.04 and 1999’0%11*

: aLSector are highe, thapjp .. O TObust faets from the ¥ | tion, and so on.
_Q 50, an cmerge . €: 3
{ ::nﬂlg; ?ﬁ?ﬂ;‘g‘;&;ﬁ;&mmi Point jowey ﬂl.:(l:]tuthating i Sector, While urbragn rates ar' ‘;_;:tglre l' 5 Technological unemployment: itis caused due to the introduction of automation or other technologi-
| males in the rural sector, Urban female un Y higher I the range 7-8% The second ot | cal changes in industry or other work places. It is also caused due to the reductionin manpower necessary
E 7.9% for males. In the eIT}PlO}’m'ent rates hay, S0 urhay areas while they match tha c. to produce a finished product. Through out the course of economic development, particularly since the
, o range for males. Tural sector, while the unemp]o Crangeq between 9 s 110 ared tO the | industrial revolution, man has been forced to adjust himself to the process of mechanization. An increase
! of males by more than one PeTCentage point, the rates beg mnymffnt. Tate for Women , 1- ,oas corp r than the | in mechanical skills has both its advantages as well as its disadvantages, Machine production has multi-
| While there is not much variation in the ° inlater earsm 983 was highe -, plied the number of commodities consumed by an average man. This has meant a constantly rising stan-
able variation across states. Gujarat, I employmeny rate agrq ’ ider- dard of material comfort and a concomitant increase in the consumption of luxury goods. Certain items
1 have unemployment rates much lowermthan} ana,the o Madhy, SSS sect9rs in 1999.00, there is corlsdcsll which were at one time considered as huxury items for one class of people have today become items of
; Assam, Bihar, Maharashtra and Origsy have ug, tiona} average Tangin. ... uab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pr2 | necessity for them. On the other hand, the mdus_try has diminished an average man’s economics security
Tarnil Nadu and West Bengal have rates fur i gy per "R that 118 D€tWeen 94 ¢ 6o Anghra Prac® 2 e echnology has meanta displacement of human leve. In fact, some new inventions
greater than 20%, Cess of the Nationg) aVe: toe ©Nationa| average. Finally, Kg s do more than merely displace labour. They create poverty which results from the destruction of old

unemployment in Kerala P& * investment, therefore, restricts the market for new production. A vicious circle is thus created. In the long
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1.9  Causes of unemployment
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iv) Population explosion: The population in India is growing at an alarming rate. Every year India adds to
her population 120 to 130 lakh people afresh. More than this, every year about 5 mil]
eligible for securing jobs. All these people who are work are not getting the jobs. He
explosion in India is problem of unemployment more and more dangerous.

V) Technological Advance- mechanism-automation: Technological advancement undoubtedly contrib-
utes to economic development. But unplanned and uncontrolled growth of technology may have an
adverse effect on job opportunities. Since industrialists are more interested in maxi mizing production and
profit they prefer to introduce labour- saving machines. They always search for ways and means of
reducing the cost of production and hence go after computerization, automation, etc. the result is techno-
logical unemployment and this state of affairs is very much in evidence in Indian context today.

vi) Defect in Educational System: Our system of education which appears like a remnant of the British
colonial rule in India has its own irreparable defects and its contribution to the problem of unemployment
can hardly be exaggerated. There is no co-ordination between our industrial growth, agricultural devel-
opment and our educational system. Our education does not prepare the minds of our young men to
become self- employed; on the contrary, it makes them to depend on government to fi
jobs.

vii)  Geographical Immobility: It means there is surplus labour in one place and inadequate labour in an-
other place, when people refuse to move from one region to other. The immobility may be due to the lack
of information regarding the availability of jobs in other cities or because of the lan
family responsibilities.

viii)  Lack of vocational guidance and training facilities: As, already discussed, our education system is
defective as it purely provides academic and bookish knowledge which is not job oriented. The need of

the hour is that there much be sufficient number of technical training institution and other job oriented

courses at village level. Most of the student remain ignorant of possible avenues of employment and
choice of occupation but it is stark reality that without vocational guidance one fails avail the opportunity
according to requirement.

Regional disparities: Regional imbalances are another cause of unemployment in the country. Some

regions which are backward face the acute shortage of other pre-requisite infra-structure while on the

other, which are advance, possessed, sufficient resources. This disparity is largely responsible for slow
growth of employment opportunities in backward regions.

X) Defective social system: The defective social system of the country also adds fuel to the seriousness of
the problem. People are still superstitious and illiterate who still believe that family planning is a great sin

with the result population is increasing at a very high speed, it is equally difficult rather impossible to feed
them with food, cloth and shelter.

ion people become
nce, the population

nd for them some

guage problem or

ix)

1.10 Consequences

Unemployment affects an individual, family as well as society. In other words, unemployment causes
personal disorganization, family disorganization and social disorganization,

From the point of view of personal disorganization, the unem
false easy prey to cynicism. Having no outlet to release their depression, young person tune their creative encrgies
into wrong channels which explain the rise of the number of youthful bandits, highway robberies etc. most of the
criminal are undoubtedly recruited from boys with a history of earlier delinquencies but there has been an increase

in the number of daring criminals with the decrease in work opportunities. On the other hand, the plight of an
earning person who loses job is equally sad. Ex-wage earner are more liable to physical illness,

ployed person faces disillusionment and

tension, crime
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In Uttar Pradesh, especially in Jaunsar Bawar region of DehraDun district, the bonded labour system is
quite common among the Kolta community. In Jammu and Kashmir, this bonded labour system, Jana Manjhi of
[jhari, has been reported from the Poonch region where a person engages himself' by a written or oral agreement
to work as a labourer for his creditor as long as the loan remains unpaid. In Maharastra among the tribals, the
Dhorkoli, Ketkari, Worli, Bhil, in Thana and Nasik district, the bonded labour system Jetor Begar is quite
common. In south India, the tribal indebtedness especially in the form bonded labour system has been reported
from among the Paniyans of Kerala and Tamil Nadu. Astudy made on the tribes of Bihar indicates that about 75
percent tribal families were indebted. In Assam, about 28 percent of the tribals in Jantia Hills, 17 percent in Mikir
Hills and 39 percent in Diphu were indebted. In West Bengal, it is called Dadan where a man receives advance
payment either in cash or in kind. In return, however, he has to serve the money lender whenever asked for. A

study of indebtedness conducted in West Bengal indicates that about 67 percent of the studied tribal families were
indebted.

Among a large number of tribal people indebtedness has become unavoidable and thus normal phenom-
enon of their existence. Following are some of the important reasons of indebtedness commeon to almost all the
affected groups;

1 Loss of tribal rights over land and forests.
Poor and primitive mode of agriculture resulting in deficit supply of food grains.
Meager income of the tribal.
[gnorance of equitable price system.
Expenditure beyond their means due to extravagant spending on large scale celebrations on the occasions
like birth, festivals, marriage, deaths etc.
Fatalist attitude and locally-oriented worldview,

7 Adherence to the Panchayat decisions regarding fines for fear of ex-communications.

n I~ W
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Though some executive and legislative measures have been taken by the central and the state govern-
ment to control the prevalence of bounded labour and tribal indebtedness but still there are many minor tribes
like the Birhors of Bihar, the Asurs, the Birjia etc., where the study of indebtedness has not been carried out
and we do not have statistical figures to support it but we know that money lending is strongly found among
them through the back door and for fear of further exploitation, they don’t reveal the truth.

The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution empowers the Governor of a state to regulate the carrying on of
the business as moneylender by persons who lend money to members of STs in Scheduled areas. In pursu-
ance of this provision various state governments have promulgated and enacted various Laws and Acts,

Following are some of the important Laws and Acts from different states to control money-lending, debt
redemption and abolition of debt bondage:

1) The Andhra Pradesh Scheduled Areas Moneylenders Regulation. 1963.
2) TheAgency Debt Bondage Abolition, 1964.

3) The Assam Moneylenders Regulation, 1968,

4) The Bihar Moneylenders (Regulation of Transaction) Act, 1939.

5) The Bombay Agricultural Debtors Relief Act, 1947,

6) The Kerala Moneylending Act, 1958,

7) The Rajasthan Sagri System Abolition Act, 1961.
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Check your progress

What is unemployment? Discuss its types,
What are the causes and consequences of unemployment?
Whatis indebtedness? Discuss its causes and consequences?

As per National Sample Survey, what is the totg] percentage of rural-urban
unemployment scenario in India during 1999-2000.
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1.12 Migration
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¢ development is the main cause of Mi gration. Ad

The total migrants as per the census of 1971 are 167
to million and 2001 census 315 millions. As per

Ple from ope place in the wOP™ | other states seeking livelihood. Within a dec

ldence, usually across a political bou™ 1 persons as per the census figures of 2001. It is estimated that, the

a1 e illi ‘hic illionare i BTl e

Or be forgeq  0Vements fmigrant farm laborers- £ ©. s 80 million persons of which, 40 million are in the construction industry,

clwﬂcﬂ countries of middle-east and another 2 millions in the developed wo
girls and children and 20% of these females are under 14 years of
ort” tion called “Social Alert”. There is a perceptible phenomenon in thi

women workers migrating either individually or in groups to find work. Tl
- ials 17 2ven for short-term employment, in the absence of any prospect or promise
Makers, academics and 0f1°* rant ng. This is a disturbing trend, as in the event of not getting employment, th

o Even if they get employment, they have to work under inhuman conditions,

1.13  Push and Pull Factor of Migration

Push and pull factors are those factors which either forcefully push people into migration or attract them.
A push factor is forceful and a factor which relates to the country from which a person migrates. It is generally
some problem which results in people wanting to migrate. A push factoris a flaw or distress that drives a person
away [rom a certain place. A pull factor is something concerning the country-to which a person migrates. It is
gencrally a benefit that attracts people to a certain place. Push and pull factors are usually considered as north and
south poles on a magnet. Push factors may be because of the following reasons; not enough jobs, few opportu-
nities, “primitive” conditions, desertification, famine/drought, political fear/persecution, poor medical care, loss of
wealth, natural disasters, death threats, slavery, pollution, poor housing, landlords etc.

The reasons for Migration in relation to Pull factor may be Job opportunities, better living conditions,
political and/or religious freedom, enjoyment, education, better medical care, security, family links, industry, etc.

1.14 Causes of Migration

Migration in India is mostly influenced by Social Structures and pattern of development. The develop-
ment policies by all the governments since Independence have accelerated the process of migration. Uneven
ded to it, are the disparities, Inter regional and amongst different
socio-economic classes. The landless poor who mostly belong to lower castes, tribal communities and economi-
cally backward regions constitute the major portion of Migrants. In the very large Tribal Regions of India intrusion

of outsiders, settlements by the outsiders displacing the local tribal people and deforestation also played a major
role in Migration.

The Indian daily Hindustan Times on 14th October 2007, revealed that according to a study by a Gov-
ernment Institute, 77% of the population i.e. nearly 840 million Indians live on less than Rs.20 (40 cents) a day.
[ndian agriculture became non remunerative, taking the lives of 100,000 peasants during the period from 1996 to
2003, i.e. asuicide of an Indian peasant every 45 minutes. Hence, the rural people from the downtrodden and
backward communities and backward regions such as Bihar, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh travel to far distances seek-

ing employment at the lowest rungs in construction of roads, irrigation projects, commercial and residential com-
plexes, in short, building the “*Shining” India.

_ The pull factors of higher wages caused external migration to the middle-east countries by skilled and
semiskilled workers. Migration of professionals such as Engineers, Medical Practitioners, Teachers and Manag-

fers to developed countries constitute a small fraction of the total migrants

1.15 Magnitude of Migration

Migration in India is predominantly short distance with around 60% of' migrants changing their residences
within their district of birth and 20% within their stat

¢ (province), while the rest move across the state boundaries.
million persons, 1981 census 213 millions, 1991 census 232
the census of the year 1991, nearly 20 million people migrated to
ade, the number of inter state migration doubled to 41, 1 66,265
present strength of inter state migrants is around
20 million as domestic workers, 2 million

Ll Migfa“ . a8 sex workers, 5 million as call girls and somewhere from halfa millionto 12 million in the illegal mines otherwise
untary migration”). f n the®" talled as “small scale mines”.

Itis estimated that at present around five and a half million Indians are working in the oil exporting

rld. 92% of the domestic workers are women,
age, as per a study conducted by an organiza-
smigration, that is, the tremendous increase of
ey are travelling very long distances
of employment, still they are migrat-
ey end up as victims of sexual abuse.
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An overview of Tribal Migra 3 . |

e jonal attachment with one’s native place or traditional habitat has beenrj.t umv.cl:sal phcnqm
S'Deelp :;rcl:?::?;s or primitive groups are more attached with their land because of their traditional rclative

enon. Simple

isolation. Thus, one may safely conclude that migration does not, usually, take place under normal circurnstance
isolation. Thus,

Migration is not an old practice among the tribal communities. The possibilitiles gnd avenues of m? gran:o}
- Mgra ith the advent of fast and easy means of transport and communication, The tribal migratio ]
e o oniiyfrwo1 two angles. The first through pushed out factors and the seeond is pulled into factors thal
o und?tr)StIOO lea\?; their lands.. In the first category come such factors as socio-economic cxploitation
force the tn' G d natural calamities like drought, flood, epidemics etc. In the second category come attrac’
S'tarva;mn’ cilseaseezﬁzetter income, and befter living condition. Sometimes, the migration is the result of bott
Eﬁ;g t;pnelg oc;'y;;ctor; and a number of tribes have migrated to cities, townships and other fa off places.

Tribal migration is not a recent phenomenon and th.e examples of the tribes of Bihar and Bcpgal 1ik§i
Oraon, Santhal, Ho, Munda etc. going over to the tea plantatl'ons of north Bengal and Assam bear testimony 14
this fact. But an organized type of migration through the middle men and -the contractors is definitcly & ﬂc"f_r
phenomenon not going back beyond 20-25 years. The enclaves of prO?pen:ty and green revolution have beCﬂ!
attracting the poor and exploited tribal. There has been a large scale migration to Punjab, Haryana, and D‘fl k
from the tribes of Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pra'desh and West Benga?; because of disturbed conditions in Puny abﬁ
migration to its big farms along with along with the Har_yana.’s h,as virtually come to an end by migration 10 o-thef!
regions continues. Previously it was largely ‘seasonal migration’ but of late the tendency of * permanent mi gratlon'l
smallvisible. According o the surveys undertalen t by the concemnagencies and the newspaper reports the plighti
of many tribal migrants is not gocd. T!-ney have fallen victim to all sorts of exploitation including sexual abusé
Many of them are made addicted to opium or other narcotics by the landlords or brick kiln owners ang are forcet
to work for prolong hour against legal wages. !!

|

A number of sacial scientist as scientist are of the view that migration is a natural ang rational phenomen®
in which migration takes place from thf? labour surplus areas to the laboyr deficient areas, Whatever may
interpretations the fact remains thflt'the tribal people are much vulnerable to exploitation than the other scgment 0
the socicty. One of the reasons of it is that they are not Organized but whereyey they become united and get radiC

left leadership they are able to fight exploitation (Hasnain, 200] ).
1.17 Impact of Urbanization and Industrialization

: n India, the Pace of social chanee idly accel
erated in the recent past. Social change has become an inseparapy Component of every socﬁit};a'sl‘r;f radition?!
tribal society, which prior to independence of India, was almogt 5 close system, suddeni became exposed 10
forces released by the Community Development Movement, Urhan: ’ ¥ became exp

|
nology, in short, to the process of modernization. Thig brought 1,

2tion, Industrialization, Fgycation and 1o
¢ tribal Society in contact with wider socict” |

PI;:I OCE Upation. So the Cultural tradition, custor, bcl.i .
- SE0L N some aregy ; ialization ax et
separately or jointly, have put pressure on the'tradmona.l SocCieties bringing an ;;dlgd:f o ation and urbhfjl'lgcs .
not identified in a technical way and sometimes the changing Process or t, e e Alltee .

discernible. In this connection, the issues of ‘tradition-modemityv dich

are mainly centered around agricultural practices. But at

dil)

t i Purposes, has become part of the industrial complex. The income of the vill

olomy in the context of adaplabilit)r |
oblem,

industrial-urban milieu have been an inferesting soctal-cultyra] Tesearch py,

Anthropologists have suggested various models 1o understand the
instream of Indian life. Majumdar and Madan (1986) viewed the pro
of the local necds of the tribals. Another dimension has been added by Re
‘Folk-Urban continuum’. It is generally contended that the impact of industrialization

process of integration of the tribals to
blem of tribal integration in the context

show the impact of J amshedpur urban and industrial environment on the traditional Santal, which do not
prove beneficial to them. Vidyarthi (1970) gives an account of the “Socio-Economic Implications of Industrializa-

tion’ in the Tribal Belt of Bihar’. He reported how the traditional features were reduced with the emergence of the
industrial complex.

The first wake of industriatization was felt in Chotanagpur with the exploitation of the cgal mining ind
in Jharia, Bokaro and Karanpura coal fields in Dhanbad districtin 1856 and the installation of Tata Iron and Stee]
Factory in Jamshedpur in Singhbum district in 1907, These twin industries of coal and iron marked the begi
of the large-scale exploitation of minerals and other industrial resources of Chotanagpur, With the world’

Chotanagpur has been in the grip of an Industrial Revolution and this has led to a too rapid urbanization,
comparatively in a short span of time, leading this region to an “industry based explosion”. Such an “explosion in
the heart of the tribal belt of the middle Indja has [ed to cultural mutation” (Rao, 1 966:3) and the once isolated,
homogenous folk and primitive communities are exposed and thrown open to get assimilated in the global net-
work of urban-industrial civilization. Such a situation of cultural mutation among trubal communities of' Chotanagpur
and neighbouring areas of Orissa created by the industria) urban-explosion has been studied by a number of
Anthropologists like Vidyarthi (1970),in 1958-59 by T.R Sharma, in 195960 by J.S Tondon, Rajendra Singh
(1967), J. Sarkar (1970) and Das Gupta (1973).

Form the longitudinal study of the Heavy Industrial complex near Ranchi (Vidyarthi, 1971 ), itis evident
that the pre-industrial setting of the Hatia industrial zone was characterized by “an all round homogeneity in terms
of landscape, population, economy and a style of life™, Demographically, the tribals were the largest single group

in these villages forming three-fourths of the population and most of them depended on agricultural activities while
the rest depended on weaving, basket-making and other such activities.

During the formulatory and constructive phases of industrialization, Hatia could remain

the only surviving
village (nearest to the factory site) and it emerged

as the most important business centre for meeting the day-to-

Village Hatia before 1958 was characterized by isolation, homo
affected by the first wave of industrialization. Though, with the comin
tion of the construction work, the situation in Hatia

geneity, collective life style, was thus
g of the industrial township and the comple-
has partly changed. The village, however, for all practical

agers has gone high and now they have

learnt 10 lead a heterogeneous style of life in term of language, religion and social cthics. In general, it is now

+ Providing a good example of blending of rural and industrial “life style™.




The process of industrialization. h
) OCes: , has however, not aff iti
the neighb on, has > ot aftected the tradit .
organi gl:.l OUL‘mg villages so far. In spite of the fact that some of the vill tional core of the social structurc of
ganization has not been much affected. 3ers had to leave their home the family

. l-lelatfad to the social customs, the religi
The religious institutions of the Hindus, Musli

labour leaders.

The traditional village institutions Ji
. ns like the “Jay :
tions, etc have been completely disint y System”, the cycle of fest; .
lfe of the uprooted villagers, y disintegrated and an all round g, of festivals, nituals, the caste affilia-

To be precise, the impact of industriali

. : 2ati hale i
villages is somewhat different but need to be o on the tribals living in the city,

understood in the context of the o the bustee and the

With all these bal and non-
the “phase o facculmrstrizie:jeﬂsl; ';1 :;t of forces has been released which age leadi n.on
development of communication withz: Zfletﬁztli cultural mutation”, These forcesgnt]he 1;‘1ba1 Communities from
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him, Allenanon asa cg natur_e and he performs €s-
€ ana] ation is he lgcept I$ used by many social
conn yts;s Oftrib) r:ight;ux Of the depeasantization
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tan
ceofthe theomticzln fo om the tribal?;rl th full of contradictions
ulationg ofthe 23)?11(:1“1:] cfg. Cian be under-
ept ofalienation.

epressi i |
on and despair seems tq have affected the

which man far from being the active initiation of the social world seemed more a passive pbject.of d_eterminate
external processes. Marx says, alienation is fundamentally a particular relation of property, involving mvolunteTry
surrender to antagonistic ‘other’. Alienation is inherent in exploitative relations of production and its pature varies

with that of exploitation. Hence alienation’s manifestation also differs among societies based on slavery, serfdom
jon may be interpreted to understand a specific problem of the

and capitalism etc. Thus, the concept of alienat : . : . :
tribals where land becomes the primordial source of exploitation'and results in the creation of a society where

exploitative production relations exit.
Tribal land alienation is the most important cause of the pauperization of tribal people, rendering their

ble even at the best of times, even more precarious. As evidently

economic situation, which is extremely vulnera 1es, BVe
noted in many parts of India how the access of tribals to forests for their livelihoods has shrunk both because

forests themselves have shrunk and because of the regulatory regime continues to restrict tribals from collecting

and processing non-timber forest produce for their livelihoods. Shifting cuitivation has also been severely re-
led agriculture, However, as tribals are

stricted. The most important livelihood option of the tribal today is sett
systematically deprived of their cultivable holdings by non-tribals and even by government itself, they are reduced
to asset less destitution.

The Department of Rural Development, Government of India commissioned in 1997-98 a number of
state- specific studies of the problem and reports were then received from Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya

Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan and Maharashtra.

The reports paint a grim and disturbing picture which confirms that massive alienation of tribal lands
continues in tribal regions in all parts of the country. The magnitude of the problem can be assessed in the Andhra
Pradesh report for instance, from the fact that today non-tribals own more than half the land in Scheduled Areas
of the state. The figure is 52 per cent in Khamman district, 60 per cent in Adilabad district and 71 per cent1n
Warangal district. It may be noted that these are official figures based on land records and would not include
“benami’ holdings in the name of tribals but held by non-tribals.

Let us take some example of land alienation by highlighting the tribal situation in
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.

The lush green jungles of the Eastern Ghats, spread over nine districts of Andhra Pradesh and cc_)mprlsmg
11,595 sq. miles ofithe State, are no longer a secure haven for nearly 33 tribal communities, i.ncludmg.seven
primitive groups, inhabiting these highlands. In the four decades since Independence, the tribals have stead}ly lost
their hold on much of this area. While many have lost their sources of livelihood, othershave sought refuge in deep
forests. According to the 199} census, the region’s tribal-non-tribal ratio had dropped to 2:1 from the 1950
proportion of 6:1. And this demographic change has been largely brought about by official policies. T:hough the
amendments made to the land transfer regulations in the tribal belt by the government helped the tribals from

losing their land, the non-tribals are holding almost 55 per cent of tribal lands either benami or through clandestine

imeans, The setting up of minor and medium irrigation projects in areas meant for tribals has been another way to

dispossess the locals. Although such projects came under tribal sub-plans, the emphasis was on f;tﬂtivaﬁng crops
alien to the Adivasis. For example, the tribal sub-plan for Warangal district was aimed at bringing 1.56 lakh
hectares under cultivation, though tribals hold only 24,000 hectares. Apparently, the government has been sanc-
tioning too many reservoirs, minor irrigation schemes, lift irrigation and medium canals in the tribal beit only to
facilitate the cultivation of land occupied by people from the plains. While the non-tribal is holding the rich lands,

the tribal has to depend on podu (nill slope) cultivation.

The continuing gravity of the problem in Madhya Pradesh has been assessed by the Census which reveals
that the percentage of Scheduled Tribe cultivators to total Scheduled Tribe workers fell from 76.45 per cent in

the states of Andhra




1961 t0 68.09 per cent in 1991. Correspondingly the percenta
total Scheduled Tribe workers rose from 7.73 per cent to 25.52
from other states as well.

ge of Scheduled Tribe agricultural labourers to
per cent. Similar empirical evidence is available

1.19 Causes of Land Alienation

The studies commissioned by the Government of India ha
state of affairs and confirmed that the fundamental reason for tribal |
ing economic base of the tribals. Their traditional skills in the gather
introduction of state ownership of forests, so that from food-gatl
encroachers. Private property in land extinguished the erstwhile right of tribal communitics 1o fhus
in consonance with their needs. Settled agriculture brought with it its inevity '
markets, rendering the tribal even more dependent and vulnerable.

verevealed the causal chain that leads to this
and alienation is the fragile, constantly shrink-
ing of forest produce lost signili(‘tlﬂct:\\-’ilh the
1erers they were reduced 1o WARC-CAMETS OF
Caccess 1o land
ble linkages with credit, imputs and

As the tribals have an innate fear based on bitter pastexperience of banks cooperative institutions and
other government sources of credit; they prefer the predictability of the moncy}c;jdcr despite | ?'hl ; Lrlf “')-m‘t'l"*:l
rates. In any case, most banks and cooperative institutions are unwilling to provide cc ; ] s high lllTLrI e !
moneylenders are the only sources of consumption credit. MSumption loans, anc

A combination of these factors leads to an extreme dependence o moneylenders on the part of ibal
keeping him in perpetual debt and resulting in the mortgage and ultimate Jogg of his land 'Ilht)u r}?ltlllj?} tofthe tribal,
is common enough, another particularly tragic outcome of this indebtedness is the l.ahcnoi] . ph?nomcnon
wherein people pledge their person and sometimes even that of their familjes against a loanc?{on ,01, bond?ééc*
computed in such terms that it is not unusual for bondage 10 persist unti] death, at?d to be pass '-d Cp:i}‘ .
sowne inheritance to subsequent generations. The practice of bonded labour jg L:nown}lj) / d(‘—ffm}_ and bmdc‘f’
different regions. In Rajasthan, it is called Sagri; in Andhra, Vetti; in Orissa Gothi; in K. } ulerent names n
Madhya Pradesh, Naukri Nama. : Hiamalaka, Jetfg and in

Itis also found that government policy itself'

| 150 found . 1as, directly or indircclly c
tribal land alienation in several occasions, It has b !

een noted in severy] slatefl];u.]bu.md 0 the phenomenon of
auctioned by co-operative credit societies and banks to recover d attribal land jg being legally

: g . A _ ues. Auctione, : :

aswell asrich lrlbals..Authorl‘lues responsible for regulating sale of tripy ]andsfoland S Purchased by non-iribals
frcc']ue'mly coI]ude.wn.h nontribals to defraud the triba landowners, Tpe same colllfltmbals have been found o
their rights to land in times of land settlement, or implementation of laws iy Uslon has deprived gribals of
tenantsl SIVIng ownership righig occupancy

1.20 Form of Land Alienation

The first and foremost is the manipulation of land records
tributed alot to the problem of land alienation, The tribals v .ve ]
which they cultivated. tegallyr ecognized a4 owners of the lands
The second form of land alienation Isreported to hay

of the study team of the Union Home Ministry (May 197 S)p
the Adivasis’ lands are being allowed to 80 out of hands thy,

proceedings etc., in which land remains to be jp the nameg
share croppers.

e taken plac

it 051]?;0 c:ue 10 *benam;’ tisnsters The rchI'l‘
arge scale ransfers of ownership 0!

€namj tl‘ansaclions, collusive civil

€IS who are reduced to the level of

: at
“ehillega ang ,

fthe Origing] Own

Another form of land alienation.s re
various needs the tribals have to give their lan
3

lated tq the leagi

g or ' .
dasy 8 0T mortg,e: , o .
HOMgage Lo the locg mingc;;g Ofthe land, To raise loans fo!
en

@ ders or1o the rich farmers.

Encroachment is another form of dispossessing the tribals of their lands and this is donc by 1110 m]w
trants in all the places where there were no proper land records. Bribing the local Patwari for manipulating the
entrants in 2 : : L e loeal Falw
date of settlement of land disputes, ante-dating etc., are resorted to claim the tribal lands.
i

Concubinage or marital alliance is another form to circumvent the law and grab tribal lands at no cost at all.
&

Fictitious adoption of the non-tribals by the tribal families is also another method to snatch the lands of the tribals.
‘ic S Y

Also the slackness in the implementation of the restrictive provisions encourages the non-tribals to oc-
cupy the tribal lands. | l |

Thus, lands alicnation which takes [ﬂiILTC in various ways has ?l:i:fll!llu{l.i-ilut il ||T1;:_-‘ 1111.4[3::'.[1:1;:1 le.:u::u::__-ct:j:
l|}lhl {0 lile of the tribal Pﬂ]?llh”i('ll]. ']'|1(1115]1 the thlt:i n lies elsewhere, it is I.JUII‘E.LI]T](:H lLLTi;I,llL fl :n\:;_:.:l;:“;iil '
18 the handiwork ol certain individuals like the 111011;:_\_.{](:1“.1(,'.:‘, traders, .lu.nd lt_:‘l I:»,It.b..:’ T'l 1;: jloniﬁ_ Criu_dfwm
class connection of these individuals, The tmsysl_emagc land record of ”TU_ :'ll‘(.,-L.U (‘)nm ;ml [h:: ml;\_; i wu;;
[ollowed by the present State. There was CO_I]CCIIO]‘I of ‘taxes - (& strange phenomenon fo atives
the beginning process of alienation) in the tribal areas.

In the name of protecting the interest of the tribals stringent laws were cn‘aclt:d by LhL govermn;;ql b;nc thz
non-tribals found the loopholes to their advantage. T.his d(?uble edged nature 01’ Stalfi pglu.y n Onecfzdent;alao se
of the existing contradictions in the Indian Tribal Society. The process of lafnd 81181.121‘:101] 1s not an:[ ac s Hibai
but it has arisen because of the concerted efforts of the antagonistic class 111}(—:1‘(:3} that are gpm;i ingi s
areas. Thisis not just migration of the non-tribals into tribal areas 1'a‘Eher thcr.c is a history behind this migratio
the State has supported the migrant non-tribals to the settle down in the tribal lands.

: W , J : - heir
However, being the natural owners of forests and its adjoining lands thf: tribals are bcm% depnvccied T t:ne

rights to own them. They have been downgrade from their earlier ‘self-reliant status to a deglel? .er:erests ;

CE upled with the exploitation by the non-tribals, the State legislations also proved detrimental to their in :

1.21 Displacement

“Displacement” is the project impact that necessitates resenlemer}t of affcct?d pe;sons.lzfglﬁ;n;?;
may be either physical or economic. Physical displacemc*:nt is the actual physical relorcation oc1 I;s:cp; tc:s
loss of shelter, productive assets or assess to producu'velasscts (such as la-nd, water an ; Withou.t i
displacement results from an action that interrupts or eliminates access to productive asse
relocating the people themselves. .

In the narrow sense, displacement implies reloc?ltion of ai"fecte':d persons to a.lplaci awzl); ﬁn?r;: th%l_‘

laces of residence, but displacement need not necessarily involve relocation. When the impact results g:t1111
- loss of income sources or means of livelihoods, whether or not the affected persons must move to an.ot er
;?:écoibsﬁalso displacement. In most cases, displacement is triggered by land acrqu]ﬁ}non Fhr.ocigvl';zle rentf;:'tc;si (:E
emim’:nt domain or other powers of the state. C?rneal(Z 005) shoxjxf how the w o?‘ 1s maj c_n devele ;:; nent Ogﬁcn
cies have moved towards policy consensus that -Test-ncted access”isa for'm of disp acement. | os ell b
arises because of land alienation, through expropriation and the use of eminent domain or other regulatory mea-
sures. | | .

It is estimated that some 50 million persons have 'bcen dlsplaccd‘smcg 1950 f)n .EiCCF)L.l'nl' 0 va; jous
development projects, of which more that 40 per cent are 1‘_1'1bals. These projects mcl.uclh, large ;ln i g‘dl‘l(-n; barflgé
hydroelectric projects, open castand undergrqund coal mines, super therrp al power plants an‘ m:;; Ejifhabil
industrial units. In the name of development, tribals are dlsplacF:d from their tradﬂ!onal hgbﬂats and liveli 00‘ S
with little or no rehabilitation, and are rendered destitute, bewildered and pauperised by the development pro-




population of the country, yet over $0% of those displaced by

tion is obvious- the tribal people are d i
displacement. People are disproportionately affected by our developmen

as

Inmost ofthe ¢ es people’ :
ple’s consciousnes "
awakes largely when they com Sand awareness of tribal d;
€ across news about th trbal displacement and
and impoverishment

major struggles at present in the Chotan e stiugglesand move

agpur tribal be} . vements of the
gl:ange (the Casenow suspended because of the fierce o;;;‘;sithose against the Ne
stricts which threatens to displace about three | o0 fromthe affecteq

akh beaple, the Koel Kare dam Peop<) in Gurmla and Palama

sinRanchi and Gumla districts

of meetings, etc against 3000 MW Di urp andh
N 3 ) . i lban M . .
Various NGOs; Society like Idu Culfyra] argld LliltItlp 0s¢ Project, proposed in LowérbD. calls, withdrawal
i
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withthe Contral and State Goverrumont o projectsaly octety (ICLS), Studen; Union
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1.22 Rehabilitation

“Rehabilitation” is such an asti
: el ermm whi
from restoring to former capaci ¢ tom which depeip '
: - ty or condition, to maicinc :.. . & WPONts ¢
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Thus, the core of the rehabilitation is the people. Jt is not simply a programme or facilities provided but the
restriction to a fuller existence. Writing about the concept of rehabilitation, W. Scott Allan has rightly remarked in
his book, “Rehabilitation: A community Challenge”, that rehabilitation is a big moral with a bigger purpose. The
term had its origin in the civil and common law of a feudal society in the Middle Ages. The word “rehabilitation”
came in India in the wake of World War IL. The army had to think in terms of rehabilitation and organized
rehabilitation departments for the mass crippling of war. But the present concept, classified above, got its footing
when there was the division of Indian Union in 1947 into two countries-India and Pakistan and thousands of
refugees were to be settled. Thus, whenthe problem to settle a particular section of population permanently at a
new place came before the government, she materialized concept of Rehabilitation. Therefore, rehabilitation may
be defined as “transfer of population from one area to another ona planned basis”.

1.23 Impact of Displacement and Rehabilitation

When we look into various aspects of displacement, the displaced persons or the ‘oustees’ may be catego-
dies on the basis of the degree of impact of displacement. L.K. Mahapatra(] 994) divides them into the following

categories: _
a) People who lose their house, homestead land, and their farming land and other productive assets

infull.

b) People who lose their house and homestead and their farm land or other productive assets in
part.

¢) People who lose their house and homestead only.

d) People who lose farm land only in full or in significant part.

¢) People who lose their base for plying their arts and crafis or selling/ bartering their specialized
services or skills.

f) People who lose their base for eaming their livelihood from the local forest or other ecosystem
including fishing in the river.

g) People who lose their base for earning their livelihood through wage labour.

h) People who lose their house or land or both for making room for constructing the township to
house the project employees or for construction of the canals or ancillary structure for comple-
tion or maintenance of the project.

« But, unfortunately, in India as also in many developing countries, the ‘oustees’ are normally considered to
properly cover a few categories-(a), (b) and (c)- but all the other categories-(d) to () ~ are not included under
‘oustees’ legally in order to stake their claims for compensation or rehabilitation”.

In most cases, the only legislation that is applied is the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (amended in 1984)
which only makes the state liable for cash compensation, in the process legitimizing the gross injustice and social
violence in reducing rights and interest into ciaims and complex system into monetary compensation. Significantly
the act only recognizes individual and not collective or community rights. Much of the land attempted to be taken
away from the tribals is Common Property Resources(CPRs). If it si a forest land, the law gives no right whatso-
ever to the people though they might have used it as their livelihood for several generations. Traditionally, no
compensation has been paid for it. Besides, most tribals loves in regions that have been administratively neglected
and are considered backward. They cannot, therefore, hope to get a remunerative price for it and the compensa-
tion offered to them for the little individual land they own it very low. Besides, the tribals have traditionally lived

within a self sufficient, subsistence economy that depended on the natural resources. They had relatively little
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lenges of extinction or survival and renewal in a globalized world. The impact of globalization is strongest on these
populations perhaps more than any other because these communities have no voice and are therefore casily
swept aside by the invisible hand of the market and its proponents. Globalization is not merely a question of
marginalization for indigenous peoples it is a multi-pronged attack on the very foundation of their existence and

livelihoods.
1.25 Tribe and Impact of Globalization

The tribal population of India (67.6 million) around 8 percent of the total population is larger than that of
any other country in the world. The tribal population of India is more than the total population of France and
Britain and four times that of Australia. If all the tribals of India had lived in one state, it would have been the fifth

most populous state after Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Maharashtra. Madhya Pradesh is not only the

Jargest state in India but also has the largest tribal population of the country.

The forest occupies a central position in tribal culture and economy. The tribal way of life is very much
dictated by the forest right from birth to death. It is ironical that the poorest people of India are living in the areas
of richest natural resources. Historically, tribals have been pushed to corners owing to economic interests of
various dominant groups. In contemporary India, the need for land for development s still forcing them, albeit this

time to integrate with mainstream.

In spite of the protection given to the tribal population by the Constitution of India (1950), tribals still
remain the most backward ethnic group in India. They rate very low on the three most important indicators of
development: health, education and income. The tribals are most backward not only compared with the general
population, but also compared to the Scheduled Caste (Dalits), the other backward social group with constitu-
tional protection. While examining the effects of planned developmental interventionon the tribals from 1961 to
1981, it was observed that twenty years of intervention has not made any significant impact in improving the

conditions of the tribals.

Tribal development policies and programmes in India assumed that all the tribals will develop and will
integrate themselves with the so-called mainstream. This has happened only ina symbolic way. Asa result of the
planned tribat development, stratification on secular lines has taken place among tribals and only a small section
has been able to take advantage of the development programmes. The reasons being that the development
programmes were not implemented due to inefficient and corrupt bureaucracy.

Itis estimated that owing to construction of over 1500 major irrigation development projects since inde-
pendence, over 16 million people were displaced from their villages, of which about 40 per cent belong to tribal
opulation. The government and the planners are aware of the eroding resource base and socio-cultural heritage
of tribal population through a combination of development interventions, commercial interest and lack of effective
legal protection to tribal and the disruption of life and environment of tribal population owing to unimaginative,
insensitive package of relief (Planning Commission, 1990). Still the development process continued unmindful of

displacement.

A common feature shared by most of the tribal people is their remoteness and marginal quality of territo-
rial resources. Inthe past, exploitation of such poor regions was found both difficult and uneconomic. But, the
recent rapid technological advancement and unrivalled economic and political strength of world capitalism and
the rising powet of neo-colonialism through the G-8 directly and the IMF, WB, IBRD, etc., as agencies, have
created favourable conditions for the evasion and extraction of natural resources from the ecologically fragile
territories of tribal people. Thus, forced evictions of tribals to make way for mammoth capital-intensive develop-
ment projects have become 2 distressing routine and ever-increasing phenomenon.
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development programmes. Globalization may also weaken the Constitutional protections, in terms of education
and job reservations given to tribals.

Markets are not very friendly to the poor tribals, to the weak or to the vuinerable, either nationally or
internationally. They are often the handmaidens of powerful interest groups and they are greatly influenced by the
prevailing distribution of income. In a capitalist economy, all are not in 2 position to compete in the market. Some
like Tribals and Dalits who do not have enough education, health and nutrition to compete will fall outside the

market place. That is why much better distribution of income and assets, of credit, of power structures and

certainly of knowledge and skills are vital to making markets work more efficiently. Markets cannot become

more neutral or competitive unless the playing field is even and playable.

If globalization were superimposed on a poorly educated and poorly-trained tribal people, particularly in
states like Bihar and Jharkhand with poor systems of governance and infrastructure, it would not lead to growth
nor reduce poverty. Globalization may no longer be an option, but a fact. However, it must be implemented with

a human face.

The efforts to become competitive often hurt the social sectors first, It is most often these sectors that face
budgetary reductions when iberalisation policies are implemented. Conservative monetary and fiscal policies are
often undertaken and these too, independent of reductions in the size and scope of social sectors, can indirectly
reduce allocations to social services and basic provisions. Such cuts in social spending are likely to hit the tribals
the hardest who already have limited access to education and health facilities.

The tribals are part of the Indian society, at the same time they are different. Special policy and programmes
are required to address and redress these differences especially in the context of globalization. When we pian for
tribal development, we have to regard these differences, take a special note of their situations and capabilities and
provide them facilities to develop on the line they want to take. Outsiders cannot develop tribals; they can
become only facilitators if they want to do so. If they have to unfold from within, they must have participation in
any development decision. Their felt needs should be transformed in development programmes. The tribals can

participate in their development programmes only if they are considered to be equals and if unique identities are

respected.
Check your Progress
1 What do you mean by Land Alienation? Discuss its forms and causes.
2 What do you understand by DisplacementandRchabilitation?
3 Discuss the impact of Displacement and Rehabilitation on tribal communities.
4. What do youmean by Globalization? Give an overview of impact of Globalization on tribal
communities.
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UNITII
- Issue of Identity: Social Movements and its Types
2.0  Objective |

. Theobjective of the unit is to make aware students the meaning of Movement and to distinguish a movement
from a non movement and to identify the basic features which are characteristics ofa movement. The unit atmed
to provide the very generality of the concept, theories and its multi dimensional nature and its types on the basis of
numerous criteria, Finally it focuses on the issue of tribal movement in India.

2.1 Social Mqvémehts-'_

- 'Ihe.;usag(: of the term “gocial movement” has been traced back toa work on French Revolution entitled
“The History of the Social Movement in France from 1789-1850” by a Danish historian Lorenz von Stein in
1852. In his work he conceptualized a social movement in the form of a collective action by the people (masses)
in order to bring about changes in the conditions of society. Since the time of von Stein social psychologists,
sociologists and social anthropologists have joined the historians in the study of social movements. The study of
social movements is primary a study of the social or cultural change of a social order as well as of the values and
norms. Social movements are a type of group action. They are large informal groupings of individuals and/or
organizations focused on specific political or social issues. In other words, on carrying out, resisting or undoing a
social change. It refers to collective activities designed to bring about or resist primary changes in an existing
society or group. Wherever they occur, social movements can dramatically shape the direction of society. When
individuals and groups of people—civil rights activists and other visionaries, for instance—transcend traditional
bounds, they may bring about major shifts in social policy and structures.

2.1.1 Definition

~ Rudolf Heberle defines a social movement asa collective effort to transform established relations withina
particular society. Neil Smelser views social movement as directly oriented towards a change in social institutions
and social norms. Herbert Blumer refers to social movements as collective enterprises to establish a social order
of life. Charles Tilly defines social movements as a series of contentious performances, displays and campaigns by
which ordinary people made collective claims on others. For him social movements are a major vehicle for
ordinary people’s participation in public politics. Sidney Tarrow defines a social movement as collective challenges
[to elites, authorities, other groups or cultural codes] by people with common purposes and solidarity in sustained
interactions with elites, opponerits and authorities. He specifically distinguishes social movements from political
parties and interest groups. A formulation by M.S.A Rao suggests that a social movement essentially involves
sustained collective mobilization through either informal or formal organization and is generally oriented towards
bringing about change in the existing system of relationships. Rao considers ideology as an important component
of a social movement. Mahapatra (1990) afier careful examination of various definition of social movements
consider that “A social movement occurs when a fairly large number of people, or an otherwise identifiable
segment of the population, deliberately band together for collective action in order to alter, reconstitute, reinterprete,
restore, protect, supplant or create some portion of the culture or social order, or to better their life-chances by
redistributing the power of control in a society. Theses movements occasionally repeated collective action overa

length of time™.
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2.2 Characteristics of Social Movement
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4 Imperialism and pan- movements

5. (Class and occupational interest movements

6. Moral protest and reformist movements

7 Revolutionary, resistance and counter-revolutionary movements
8. Intellectual movermnent

9. Youth movement

10. Women’s movement

M.S.A Rao (1982) classifies movements into three broader types i, reform, transformation and revolutions,
Reform movement may be identified with partial changes in the value system and consequential changes in the

quality of relationships. In contrast, iransformative aims at bringing about middie level structural changes in the

rraditional distribution of power. Finally revolution is identified with radical changes in the totality of social and

cultural systems. The need to classify movements by changes they intend to bring about has been advocated by
Mukerji (1979). Based on this criterion he suggested three divisions- social movement, revolutionary movement

and quasi movements. *Any collective mobilization for action directed explicitly towards an alteration or

transformation of the structure of a system can be properly understood asa social movement, When the collective
mobilization aims at effecting wide ranging and far reaching changes in the major institutional systems comprising
the whole society, we canrightly term it arevolutionary movement, Collective mobilizations aimed at changes

within a system aré quasi-movements.’
Let us now discuss some basic types of social movement that are propounded by various scholars.

2.3.1 Reform Movements

Movements dedicated to changing some norms, usually legal ones. Examples of sucha movement would
include a trade union with a goal of increasing workers rights, a green movement advocating a set of ecological
laws, or a movement supporting introduction of a capital punishment or right to abortion. Some reform movements
may advocate a change in custom and moral norms, for example, condemnation of porno graphy or proliferation
of some religion. The nature of such movements is not just related to the issue but also to the methods used. There
could be reformist or radical methods used to achieve the same end, such as in the case of making abortion legal

and readily available.

In other words, reform movements are organized to carry out reforms in some specifi
endeavor to change elements of the system for better, For example: Civil Rights Movement,

Movement, Arya Samaj Movement, Brahmo Samaj Movement etc.

¢ areas. The reformers
Women’s Liberation

2.3.2 Revolutionary Movements

The revolutionary movements deny that the system will even work. These movements are deeply dissatisfied

with the social order and work for radical change. They advocate replacing the entire existing structure, Their
rganization of society in accordance with their own ideological blueprint. Revolutionary

objective is the reo : .
movements generally become violent as they progress. Example: The Protestant Reformation Movement, the

Socialist Movement, the Communist Revolution of China.

2.3.3 Reacfionary or Revivalist Movement

Reactionary movements are those advancing aims which were once held by the general society but which
have subsequently been laid aside seeking to bring back the good old days Cameron (1966). These aim to
reverse the social change. They highlight the importance and greatness of raditional values, ideologies and institutional

arrangements. They strongly criticize the fast moving changes of the present.




2.3.4 Resistance Movement

salt-making was a monopoly and earned consider-ietlble re;fjaxzjr.}es me ?rti;ish. Gan;lhi ?legand};ifh camb[ﬁ:g:tgg
T : : j - - ugh many villages, n 0 the sea, where he an ers
o 1 he.se movements are formed to resns-t a change that is alre'fldy taking place in society. These can be; lgomg o;zknilsr C:aht_hﬁgaxgna;ﬂameﬁ?mmged b;g(}andhi inghis chgsen number of marchers. But nationalist
dirccied against social and cultural changes which are already happening in the country. ﬁgm:n rotcfted and they forced him to allow them to participate. The first to join was Sarojini Naidu, who went
2-3.5 Utopian Movement | onto begome the first woman President of the Indian National Congress in 1925. Her presence was a signal for
hundreds of other women to join and eventually the salt protest was made successful by the many women who
not only made salt but also sat openly in marketplaces selling, and indeed, buying it. The trajectory of this movement

i igns for the betterment of the
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both men and women would have a voice. The reality was, however,.somewhat c!lffemnt. For all that haddhgipﬁpcne
was that, despite some improvements in the status of women, patriarchy had snmpl'y taken gﬁ z:ie\iv an d ert;n:
forms. By the 1960s it was clear that many of the promises of Independence were still unﬁll ed. It was thus tha
the 1960s and 1970s saw a spate of movements in which women took part: campaigns against rising lzlr:cets,
movements for land rights, peasant movements. Women from cl'lﬂ'erenjc parts of the counu'yﬂ,l:ame together to
form groups within and outside the political parties. Everywhere, inthe different _movenl':lent; . ;arwgri;z nm:;epiﬁg
the country, women participated in large numbers. Everywhere, their particypation resulted in g
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2.3.8 Backward Caste Movement

The Backward castes have been deprived of many social, economic,
These people prf)wded manueal labor and the untouchables occupied the lowest position among the caste hicrarch
They were subjected to extreme form of exploitation. The colonial power accentuated tlg: di aste hierarc y-
distribution of economic power. The atrocities united the lower castes ag e disparities in the

\ ainst
important backward caste movement which came up was Satyashodak S a;z_} t;:duﬁzzza;\ites. Some Ofl ﬁlﬁ
ovement whic

consolidated the masses along the castelines. E.V Ramaswamy started SelfRespec

in South India. In 1950s there was a widespread desire among the non-Bral;nITilg\;‘Eent against the Brfﬂmins
Backward. Subsequently Backw.arc'l Class co.mmi.ssion was setup to look into the mndi:'s to be cate gc')rlzed as
Ofthes.'e classe.?. Ma{lda,l C_Ommlssmn submitted its report in 1980 recommendip, lons. and requirements
castes in educational institutions and government offices, However this m & resetvations for backward

movement which resulted in large scale violence and many students Iostomv:iﬁsi:jet:d o

2.3.9 Dalit Movement

Dalits are the suppressed people at the lost rung of the cast.h :

Pl -bas .
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Tribal since independences have been characterized by two features. There is a strong tendency towards
establishing tribal ethnic identities. They find new meanings regarding the relationships between man and nature
and individual and society by reinterpreting their own traditions and myths. The second major trend is in the
direction of agrarian movements in the context of political ideologies, including the Naxalite one.

While Roy Burman considers the general characteristics of tribal movements in India, Joseph Troisi
examines three specific movements among the Santals, namely the Santal Rebellion of 1855-57, the Kharwar
movement and the Jharkhand movement. All the three movement combined traditional cultural elements and value
with new themes in the framework of the millenarian ideology of the restoration of the golden age. The Kharwar
movement, which emerges in 1930s, however, was oriented towards reform in the direction of sanskritization.
The Jharkhand movement took the Santals away from the process of Hinduization with increase ambivalence,
involving in the modem political processes inthe 1940s and 1950s. The movement cut across dlﬂ'e.rept ml?es and
demanded a separate state for the tribals (now state of Jharkhand) so as to be able to maintain their identity and
amono?:)};eph Troisi emphasizes that these three movements should be lfJoked atas thl.'ee al?ematives tl}at the
Santals adopted in overcoming their status of relative deprivation' and for improving their SOCola.l, economic, and
political position. He shows how the penetration of Christianity in this area spread modem education and encouraged
the emergence of a new leadership (Rao, 1982). :

3.4 Theories of Social movement

Social scientists interest themselves in why social movements emerge. Do feelings of discon‘fent,
desires for a “change of pace,” or even yearnings for “change for the sake of change” cause these sh1ﬁ§?
Sociologists and other social scientists use three theories to explain why people mobilize for change or in
other words, try to explain the structural conditions and motivational forces which give rise to a movement
and these are Relative Deprivation Theory, the Strain Theory and Resource Mobilization Theory.

2.4.1 Relative Deprivation theory

The concept “Relative Deprivation” was developed by Stouffer in 1949'. For Ra_o (1_979: pd)
“A point that is conceded by relative deprivation theorists is that a posi.tim-l of relat.lve deprivation alone
will not generate a movement. The structural conditions of relative depnvsi.tlon.prowde only the nz::cessmy
conditions. Sufficient conditions are provided by the perception of a sn.tuatfon’ and by the estimate of
capabilities by certain leaders that they can do something to rer_nedy_the situation™. In othe:r.worc!s, when
members of a society become dissatisfied or frustrated with their social, economic, and political situation,
they yearn for changes. Social scientists have long noted thgt .the actual COI'lC!lthllS thtat p?,ople live under
may not be at fault, but people’s perceptions of their conditions are. Relative deprivation refers to the
negative perception that differences exist between want‘s and actu:alltles. In o'fhm: words, people may not
actually be deprived when they believe they are. A relatively deprived group is dlggruntled becau'se they
feel less entitled or privileged thana particular reference group. For c?xample, a mxddle—c.:lsflss family may
feel relatively deprived when they compare their house to that of their upper-class physician.

For social discontent to translate into social movement, members of the’soci.ety must feel that
they deserve, orhavea right to, more wealth, power, or status than they have. The dlssatl-sﬁed group must
also conclude that it cannot attain its goals via conventional rnethods,. whet}}er or .not thlS‘IS the case. The
group will organize into a social movement only if it feels that collective action will help its cause.
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sociologists note that feelings of depri\rri:iikez criticism from a couple of different angles. First, some . movement organization is contingent upon the aggregation of resources
people feel deprived before acting Moreove: t 1? not necessarily prompt people into acting. Nor must . social movement organizations require resources and continuity of leadership
» this theory does not address why perceptions of personal--."} . social movement entrepreneurs and protest organizations are the catalysts which transform collective

discontent into social movements; social movement organizations form the backbone of’ social movements
the form of the resources shapes the activities of the movement (e.g., access toa TV station will result in
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Structural strain theory was propounded b
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social movement development: y Smelser in 1962 and he proposes six factors that encourag® movement's response to the opportunity structures depends on the movement’s organization and resources,
» 1. Structural conducive ' there is no clear pattern of movement development nor are specific movement techniques or methods
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to be done gand active Componcent of matcrialize oodS % genesis of social movement. The notion of revitalisation movements articulated by Wallace (1956} emphasize that
This st e movement; people do what =™ social movements may be launched by the people with the sharp positive goals of creating a more satisfying
crains 2 strain theory treats structyra) strains as th culture for themselves. As such movements develop out of deliberate and conscious efforts of members of the
e a?j;rs eg‘dlﬁ‘erent levels of norms, valyes ngllllder!yhlg factor leagip r® collectivities. Naturally, a movement does not only assess and review the prevailing situation butalso provides
their i matig: “:510“’ the crystallization of a genf: ralizg:dlzau'on and situationy] %‘ to collective behavior. Structt positive plan of action to improve and alter the situation of dispossession and degradation (Karna, 199 8).1t
beliefrequire anre:f’ explain the situation by crea; beliefmarks the attem acilitics, While strain provides suggests that adaptive processes are employed to establish equilibrium situations. Although social movements
- precipitating factors to trigger offamoy embling 5 genemlizec}ljéofpersons under strain to 8% s develop a positive programme of action, they tend to be double-edged. On the one hand they express dissatisfaction,
. stheory is also subject to circular reaso cment (Rao, 1982)_ elief. Both strain and gen® dissent and protest against existing conditions and on the other, they offera positive progremme of action to
rnp:veln; ::11:1 SO(.:IE?USII'.LICU:]I&] strain for the undgﬁlg,as it iﬂcorp rates, o " remedy the situation (Rao, 1982).
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India?ﬁ;?{:{)rgte}lé organized col}ective efforts forz} higher social status are not met with among the tribes till the
- aslthc Bhim l_o?gﬁes.s seénd 1;15‘\&-'0121(&-10 the villages in the 1920s and directly involved qgme tribal groups
: 1, Khariz : A : g

Some tribal worktfs amo;’ﬂ tﬂka;??g;nﬁaB?gggl)m?he Bhumia and Bhattara in Orissa in national politics.
aner; , - WL, and some non tribal Hindu worker "

(Bdn?l‘jcc, 1:59. 99-101) had been acquainted with the model of the political pamol}lﬂs e
meetings : ) ; ;

SlarLedga ba;lm 11}153050?05?;:?1::; ;ﬂg?;at?l}g v}\;ork. of the congress. In the case of the Bhumij an organization was
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Thus. we find the emergences of several varieties of social movements among the Scheduled Tribes
after independence; a political party on inter ethnic basis, pressure groups on ethnic basis as transformed social
mobility movements, & revivalistic cultural movement, a cultural creativity and regeneration movement and religious
(largely) revivalistic movement as wings of the inter- ethnic political party, and student association as pressure
groups. These are in addition to social mobility movements as among the Juang, Kisan, Bathudi or Saora in
Orissa, which were organized on the lines of regional association of important local cases for status mobility.

The major tribes of the region, the Santal, Kond, Oraon, Munda ,Saora, Bhumij, Ho, Kharia, Koya,
Kisan, Bhattara, Bhumia, Bathudi, and even Juang have already involved in one or the other categories of the
social movements. It is not always correct to say that the whole of an ethnic group like the Juang or the Saora are
drawn into any such movement, but a particular section especially that which has been chosen to live in the plains
(Patnaik, 1963) or that which has received school education for a long time or the ones assembled at factory
cities such as Jamshedpur as Rourkela within the tribal majority areas. Only such tribes as the semi-nomadic
Birhor or Pahira,who are food gatherers, and some other small tribes like the Dhurwa and Dorla of western
Orissa and Baster in Madhya Pradesh (Hazra,1959; Thusu, 1 959) do not yet show any development towards
social mobility movements or the like.

2.6 Tribal Social Movement in North East India

Tribal Movements in the North East India are entirely different from those elsewhere in the country and
stand in a category by themselves because of its unique geo-political situation and historical background. Many
(ribes living on the international boundaries traditionally acted as bridge or buffer communities until the advent of
colonialism and shared ethnic and cultural affinities with tribesmen across the frontiers. Developments across the
frontiers have had a profound influence on the situation in the North East. This region was also not completely
integrated within the politico-economic system of colonialism: it remained relatively isolated from the cultural
system of the mainland and the political upheavals of the freedom struggle. It is interesting to record that the entire
system of the non-regulation administration had its origin in the experiences of the tribal uprising of 1820s in the
Arakan hills, which is still disturbed. Many of the elements of this system were introduced elsewhere in the
country while they tended to isolate the North-Eastern region all the more from the rest of the country. Yet another
fact to be noted in regard to the development of the tribal movement in this region, as mentioned earlier is that
unlike middle India the tribals everywhere except Tripura are in overwhelming majority and have never faced any
threat of the kind to their identity that inspired the millenarian movements elsewhere in the country. Their institutions
are relatively intact. They remain in possession of their land and forest. Therefore, there were no agrarian and
forest based movements of the type that occur in middle India. Christianity has emerged as the strongest factor of
modernization and has given the tribals as it has done elsewhere a strong sense ofidentity. Considering the
geopolitical factor, the relative isolation from the political system and cultural influences from the mainland, the
dominant form of movement has been political, secking goals ranging from autonomy to independence and relying
on means ranging from constitutional agitation to armed insurgency. Even the cultural movements in this region are
only a dimension of these political processes.

The political processes in the north-eastern hills picked up on the eve of transfer of power and later as the
secular and democratic system were consolidated. Old tribes assumed new names, small tribes merged with
larger tribes, tribes combined to form new ethnic cum territorial identity. Beyond the territorial identity state were
created to accommaodate tribal aspiration for autonomy. In the process the Sixth Schedule model of autonomy for

the north-cast was exceeded. Nagaland enjoys more autonomy than other states as no law can apply to the
Nagas unless it1s approved by the State Assembly. This political process extending from the merger of tribes to
formation of new territorial identity and to formation of state is aunique feature of the north eastern situation.
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There have been, of course, many unscrupulous means by which the tribal farmers were cheated by non-
tribals and elite among the tribals, and were eventually rendered landless. Through dubious sale, mortgage, lease,
benami transfers, collusive decrees, fraudulent methods of land grabbing, marrying tribal women or through tribal
concubines, buying land in the name of tribal servants, creating fictitious documents to encroach tribal land, etc.
tribals are forced to give up their rights over land (Misra 2006). ‘

In many instances the govemment-sponsored development projects, such as setting up of major and
minor irrigation and power projects, industries and townships, mining activities, tribals are forced to lose their
right over land. The stringency of Land Acquisition Act of 1894, devised during the colonial period, in acquiring
and for public purposes’ makes the tribals its soft victims. Although the Draft National Rehabilitation Policy,
2006 and various rehabilitationand resettlement policies devised by the States claim to have made ample provisions
for the Scheduled Tribes in matters of payment of compensation, the reality is growing landlessness among tribal
farmers in India. Given the present situation, unless all the constitutional and legal protections offered to the tribes
are implemented in both letters and spirit, there is every possibility that no tribal can claim legal right over some
land in the near future.

32,13 The Current Status of Tribal Landownership

We shall conclude this Section by revisiting the current status of landownership among the tribes of India.
We know that all States have formulated legislative measures toallot land 2s well as to prevent land transfer from
the tribals. Despite these measures, the situation of tribal landownership is grim. The Rural Labour Inquiry Report
on General Characteristics of Rural Houscholds, 1993-94, published by the Labour Bureau of the Ministry of
Labour, Government of India, reveals that 30.10% of Scheduled Tribes in India are without any cultivated land.
Kerala tops the list with 75.04% of its STs without cultivated land, followed by Tamil Nadu with 63.87% and
Maharashtra with 52.02%. This is the reality. Inits Mid-term Appraisal of the IX Five Year Plan (2000), none
other than the Planning Commission of India has commented about the State of Andhra Pradesh that ... the lush
green jungles of the Eastern Ghats, spread over nine districts of Andhra Pradesh and comprising 11 ,595 sq. miles
of the state are no longer secure for nearly 33 tribal communities ... the tribals have steadily lost their hold on
much of this area. While many have lost their sources of livelihood, others have sought refuge in deep forests ...
The non-tribals are holding almost 55 per cent of tribal lands either benami or through clandestine means. The
setting up of minor and medium irrigation projects in areas meant for tribals has been another way to dispossess
the locals ... Government has been sanctioning many reservoirs, minor irrigation schemes, lift irrigation and
medium canals in the tribal belt to facilitate the cultivation of 1and occupied by the people from the plains. While
the non-tribal is holding the rich lands, the tribal has to depend on podu (hill slope) cultivation” (quoted in Mohanty
2005). The quotation is self-explanatory and describes the reality of tribal rights over land.

322 Tribal Rights over Forest

The relationship between tribes and forest is very old and intimate. The term ‘vanabasi’ used as a synonym
for tribes in India literally means ‘those who live in the forest’. It is awell known fact that the tribes in India depend
on the forest for their requirements of food, fodder, fuel wood, materials for construction, herbal medicine, and
raw materials for hunting, fishing and agricultural implements. This is the reason why tribals worship the forest as

one of their gods.

Till the British came on the scene in India, tribals were the virtual owners and custodians of forest around
them. Of course, there are a few instances where the kings and chiefs of the medieval times were keeping small
patches of forest under their control either to catch elephants or to use as places for royal hunting expeditions
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3.2.2.2 Tribal Rights over Minor Forest Produce (MFP)

We know that Minor Forest Produce (MFP) is a means of livelihood for the tribes for generations.
Excellent indigenous environmental knowledge of the tribes, experimented and perfected over centuries, has
made them the best users of MFP. Although earlier MFP had only subsistence value for the tribes, now many of
them have very high commercial value, and are a source of cash income for the tribes. Although the tribals can
collect the MFPs, the State has monopoly over these produces, as many of them are declared as nationalized
items. So, the trading right vests with the State while the tribal-collector gets a meager amount for collecting and
selling them to the State-run corporations or to the Forest Department.

MTPs like Tendu leaves, gum, lac, cane, oil seeds, bamboo, grasses, tanning extracts, dyes, etc. have
high commercial value. Vast revenue collected from these items goes o the State exchequer, but the tribal-
collector is always impoverished. Tribals literally do not have the right over the MFP that they grow in their
kitchen garden, as the State claims right over them under the prevailing Forest Act.

However, the Scheduled Tribes (Recognition of Forest Rights) Bill 0f 2005, the Panchyats (Extension to
the Scheduled Areas) Act of 1996, and the Draft National Tribal Policy, etc. have made provisions to recognize
and restore tribal rights over MEP.

3.23 Tribal Rights over Water

‘I'ribals in India have been enjoying customary right over the water bodies around their habitat as in the
case of land and forest. While selecting sites for new villages, the tribal elders and priests make sure that the new
habitat has ample water required for day to day use of the humans and the domestic animals. Existence ofa
perennial source of water near the human habitations is given primacy by the tribals, as water is not only used for
drinking purpose or for sanitary uses, but also as a source of irrigation, fishing and religious activities. Precisely for
this, indigenous communities all over the world, including India, had the collective right over water as acommon
property and water management was a collective responsibility.

Realizing the decline in the rights over waler, the indigenous communitics of the world have asserted the
following in a declaration, popularly known as ‘Indigenous Peoples’ Kyoto Water Declaration’ of 2003:

1. We, the Indigenous Peoples from all parts of the world assembled here, reaffirm our relationship to
Mother Earth and responsibility to future generations to raisc our voices in solidarity to speak for the
protcction of water. We were placed in a sacred manner on this earth, each in our own sacred and
iraditional lands and territories to care for all of creation and to care for water.

7. We recognize, honor and respect water as sacred and sustains all life. Qur traditional knowledge, laws

and ways of life teach us to be responsible in caring for this sacred gift that connects all life.

Our relationship with our lands, territories and water is the fundamental physical cultural and spiritual

basis for our existence. This relationship to our Mother Earth requires us to conserve our freshwaters and

oceans for the survival of present and future generations. We assert our role as caretakers with rights and
rcsponsibilities to defend and ensure the protection, availability and purity of water. We stand united to
follow and implement our knowledge and traditional laws and exercise our right of self-determination to

preserve walter; and to preserve life.




In India, there are three possible property regimes of water. Water may be owned by (1) individuals (as | We know that the tribes in India have extensive knowledge about their environment. Their knowledge of

groundwater in backyards), (2) the State as public property (surface water in rivers, lakes, oceans), and (3) | agriculture, soil, forest, trees, wild animals, insects, MFPs, weather phenomena, and so on are time tested and
communities as common property (tanks with community ownership), However, in ciifﬁcul,t terrains of tribal | often elaborate. The floral and animal designs on the walls, house designs in difficult terrains, varied designs on
/ areas, the use of surface water of the rivers, lakes or perennial hill streams is quite co’mmon But since these water | textiles, designing agricultural and bunting implements, excellent musical instruments, choreography of local dance
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deprived of water for drinking and for daily necessities, fishing. irrioas . :ves || is sheer violation of IPR of the tribes.
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et . : release polluted water to the river, causing untold |
healtl} miseries of the tnbals-uSTng §uch water. There are many instances of pollyted erv | ! fgmm e |
chemical, leather, paper and similar industries that cause health polluted water release |

An example here will suffice. The use of neem (Azadirachta indica) leaves, barks, flowers and fruits as
medicine, insecticide and in il extraction is known to the Indian tribes since time immemorial. But somepne in the
U.S.A. has tried to patent the neem extracts and has claimed that it was the }‘esult of: h-is own innovation: Here is
Provisions of cha : ia with regard 1o the 1 : bodies il gross violation of IPR of the origifnal users b?.Ck in India. Similarly, basmatl rice, medlcu}al usesof turmeric, many

yats (Extension to the Schedyleg Areas) A e rights of tribals on water . £l herbal products that have been in use in tribal and rural communities in India are being patented in the West,
2006, etc. have empowered the tribal panchayats o Grom Ctof 1996, Draft National Policy on Tribals 0" |

i . 4 ignoring the IPR of these products.
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343 Constitutional Rights of the STs of India

The Constitution of India has made many special provisions for the Scheduled Tribes such that the members
of these communities exercise their basic fundamental rights as the citizens of the country. Extension of educational
and economic opportunities (Article 46), appointment of a Minister to look after the tribal affairs exclusively
(Article 164), special administration of scheduled areas and tribal areas (Article 244), reservation of seats for STs
in the Lok Sabha (Article 330) and in the Legislative Assemblies of the States (Article 332), reservation of seats
and special representations (Article 334), special claims to services and posts (Article 335), and so on are
guaranteed by the Constitution. Yet, the ground reality is different and the tribes do not enjoy the basic rights. We
shall discuss some of these themes below.

34.4 Abuses of Human Rights in Tribal India

We shall discuss here some of the human right abuses in tribal India. However, it must be remembered
that this is not an exhaustive discussion, but only in the form of examples.

3.4.4.1 Land and Territories

We have learned elsewhere that organized political or legal intrusion did not occur in tribal areas until the
rise of the British power in India. The Forest Acts of 1 865, 1878 and 1927 during the British administration and
the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 (and its Amendments in 1991), Forest Conservation Act of 1980, etc.
gradually yet forcefully snatched away the customary rights of the tribes over their land and forest. Their access

even to the grazing land and forest for collection of MFPs was restricted. The tribes thus are now a demoralized

lot without a viable alternative manage their livelihoods.

Furthermore, with the influx of non-tribal population into the tribal pockets all over the country, land
alienation has assumed alarming proportion in these areas, about which we have briefed elsewhere in this Unit.
[and alienation has created serious human rights problems particularly for the dispersed or relatively sparsely
populated tribal peoples of Southern and Western India. However, .the tribes in North-east Indian States, such as
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya and Mizoram, the tribes have retained control of most of their lands because of
the legal prohibition on the transfer of lands to outsiders and also due to restrictions on travel. The National
Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes found that 83% of the total bonded labourers in India
come from the STs, which clearly portrays the situation of human rights abuse in tribal areas.

3.4.4.2 Involuntary Displacement

After Independence, anew era of planned development dawned on India with the construction of large
dams. establishment of heavy industries, expansion of defence establishments, exploration of new mines, and
convﬁrsion of jungles into wildlife sanctuaries and national parks. All these activities required acquisition of land,
and incidentally since the tribal areas in our country are richin natural resources, enormous amount of tribal land
was acquired for these projects. As a result, many tribal villages had to be relocated, the people had to be
rehabilitated, which eventually led to an ecological and cultural disaster for the tribes. The basic tribal right of living
in its own homeland has been violated with the draconian Land Acquisition Act of 1894. Although the National
Policy on Resettlement and Rehabilitation of :’2003‘ and many State policies have specifically declared in their
objectives thatall efforts should be made to minimize displacement, the trend continues unabated, resulting in
cultural genocide of the tribes in India. This is a gross violation of human rights in tribal arcas of India. The

following Table is indicative of the magnitude of tribal displacement in India.
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3.4.4.4 Recommendations _

Unless the Government of India meets all infernational human rights standards according to its international
commitments, recognizes STsas indigenous people’ and comply with the obligations under the ILO Convention
No. 107 and ratify the ILO Convention No. 169, ensure their rights to land, forest, water and other natural
resources, initiates peace dialogues with the leaders of political autonomy movements, strengthens human rights
institutions, revitalizes specialized insti tutions like the National Commissioner of SCs and STs, take expeditious
steps to repeal the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, grants cffective autonomy to the tribes of India, the

problems of human rights in tribal arcas cannot be solved.

We can see a silver lining on the otherwise dark horizon is the alertness of the Indian judiciary in handling
the cases of human rights, although the process 1s notoriously slow. We hope, the judiciary rises to everybody’s

expectations in positively intervening in human right cases. Moreover, the introduction of the Scheduled Tribes
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Bill 0£2005, the Provisions of Panchayat (Extension fo the Scheduled Areas)
PESA Act of 1996, etc. show aray of hope for the tribal people of India in leading a life of self-dignity.

Check Your Progress —I11
i What do you understand by human rights? What are the international provisions to

protect the rights of the tribes and indigenous peoples?
2 Discuss the constitutional provisions in India for safeguarding the interest of the STs.
3

Attempt a brief essay on the cases of human rights violation in the tribal regions of India.

35 Let Us sum Up

ed some of the issues related to the rights of the Indian tribes. These included their

d the way they are deprived of exercising their genuine rights. Then we discussed

the issue of Tntellectual Property Rights (IPR) ~nd how the tribes do not enjoy the benefit of sharing their knowledge
with others. However, the example ofthe Kani tribe of South India is discussed as a new experiment of receiving
recognition and remuneration by sharing {heir knowledge on herbal medicines. Finally, we discussed theissue of
human rights among the tribes of India and the cases of frequent abuse of these righls,' leaving the tribes as
paupers in their own homeland, despite many constitutional and legal provisions to protect their rights. We have
made some recommendation also at the end to restore the rights of the tribes of India.

3.6 Key Words
Scheduled V Areas

. In this Unit, we discuss
rights over land, forest, water an

Article 244 (i) of the Indian Constitution provides fora 5" Schedule, which can
be applied to any State other than those in North-east India. The Governor of
the States having Schedule V Areas are given extensive powers for the
administration of these areas in pursuance of tribal values and ethos.

The democratic body at the village level with all adult members of the village as
its members has now immense constitutional powers after the implementation of

PESA of 1996.
A legal document confirming title over land.

Gram Sabha

Patta
Benami Transfer of land in the name of a fictitious person.
Intellectual ) . B i s .
Property Right Ri g}}l over the properties lhgu are the results of the innovations of human mind,
viz. ideas, concepts, stralcgies, models, etc.
Human Rights Basic rights of a person asa citizen of a State.
Involuntary o \ ‘ ‘ N
Unwilling displacement ofa person or a group of persons from an original habitat.

Displacement

®




3.7  Check Your Learning

. Discuss the constitutional and legal provisions for the protection of tribal
are violated leading to land alienation.

2. Delineate the evolution of forest acts and
rights over forest and MFPs.

3. Whatdo youmean by IPR and how the trib

4. Discuss various means of abuse of human r

es of India are the victims ofits violations?
rights to the tribals.
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Check Your Progress —11

Discuss the meaning of IPR as rights over innovations of human mind. Also discuss the copy rights,
1 -
i rties. )

-nts. etc. that come under the intellectual prope . . . : s
pDanischLl:s the rich traditional knowledge possessed by the tribes which is transmitted orally as intellectual
II{TOP;?;ES}-IOW the Kani tribes has benefited from sharing their knowledge to herbal medicine with the

Ixar . Bapn

rescarch institution and the Ayurvedic drugs manufacturing company.

Check Your Progress —111

Define human rights. Discuss the provisions of the ILO Convention No. 169, ?;‘I (?EIEM Assembly
lution 47/135, etc. stating the rights of the tribes and mdlge.no\fs peoples of the \xor. ! g
E];c::so ullogme oftk;e important provisions in the Indian Constitution to safeguard the interests o
iscuss s

?;h(:dulzfczszzzz'ofviolation in human rights in land and territories, in displacement and rehabilitation and
iscuss

in asserting in political rights and autonomy.




UnitIV

40  Objectives Emerging Social Problems

. When you complete reading this Uni i
tribes of India fave today: g this Unit, you will to able tg understand the following social probl h
150C1al problems the

1) The problems of the
aged, access to educati -
and drug abuse mostl ation and literacy, malnutritj . .

disrimination, safo o inking et st 0w rafficking. ooy e children. alcoholism

4.1 Introduction ong the tribes of India.
Despite the firm commitment b
. y the G .
the Scheduled Tribes population, Indian tribezw:mment of India to ameliorate he plights and tribulations of
s and tribulations ©

system of social inequali . are still disagd
quality and the stigma attacheq 1 Vantae%zd z:l}:d marginalized due to the age-old
I, the concern and commi
mitment of the

Government is conspicuous whichma b traced ¢
, h . . m. HOW
y back to the ve

Ty

forms of exploitations”.

The reality, however, is diff;
d * > crent. Tribes 7 .
?:;‘ t}?;ﬁ_fa{jgﬁglems: R(‘jserlv ations and other fol:nhdla:sm] face Mmany goc;
» but the majority is still in the gy Sof “protective digor: cial, demograph; . itical
problems briefly. 8rips of varied eriges | SCiMmination’ phic, economic, politic
-Inthis {p; ave certainly heiped a few
42 Problems of the Aged & We shall discuss some of thes®

4:;:(11 What is Ageing?
_ _Weknow that ageing i
irreversible process for the hi:aisn?hh;’i:lnand Universa} pro

psychological (behaviourat anifests Process for
: and socip.. cong all o .
wide range of human abilitie)s fr socto-cultural, g, t}I: ouslyat eerlgamsms‘ Itis also an incvitable and
view, E_lgeing brings with it ar,L nglralﬁly?lcal Strength ap, © Increage in age tf}’lVelSE physica) (bio-physi ological)’
somatic disorders, viz. mania,_ d _Chssatls'faction 0ina tg el ©1¢ i progress; P_ ys. 0
refers to the chan esi a, epreSSlOn’ Senlli and ul fi hgen(:e. FI' 1ve dClCI'lOrat -
These are connnognl;l;:rs?sm’s SOCio-culmralti’npS.ychOSis and de?-i Of adjug en?rar; apsychological Pomltf
. : ested i HCNvirg enti ong with ms sycho”
deficiencies and disabiliti Inthe complegq, 18, The g many psy®’
es . nof am S0C10- :
Anthropologits aye s L TIARY Kinds,and ip, oAl Toles, gy o OF the o-culural aspctof 287,75
and so, prefer to limit their sae: that “Ageq pe Portandy, Need + Clremeny fro ily, clan and commur'Y
and the expectan;l;g ?aill]r social conta, The:f{f fend to bem:: for Physical ™ work, reduction in incom™"
Because Ofﬁ; erfhaﬂ an intrinsje phen‘:)havlour € More (:au,lﬁgllll (Sl emot'ional care and supp?’ -
of specialized scienti < BIOWIng ageing popujag; MeNON of goer n8Y also by and rigid in their behav1?
pecialized scientific res 6 Populatioy geing> ether L onS
and research has resulted i earch Ofmter-diSCipl' Worldwige the v esultof social institutio”
(1958) has defined this sul;?e?:? EW discipline, Nature, \’Jvit?ﬁslud)’ Ofthe
organization and collective behzsvtihe study ofStatuSesas ‘Socia) gen o ’negsed ‘has tiow become a subject
our, as they ape aff Ioleg Ofromolo , =S of'socia] sciences, this S
SCted by g, o Older perg - "€ SOCiologist, 1. W, Burges®
la] Changes_ 1S, their cyltyre pattermns, soci

|| India. For example, age-grades in the
{ defined duties. Ina Muria ghotul, there
| members are taught to obey the senior members,
i way begins in the youth dormitories of the tribes. The pr
| showing deference tothe elderly persons of the community. Usually th
| elderly persons and they are nomin
| community matters. In many tribal villages,
| asthe village chief. Therefore, elderly persons

_ adjustment to the realities oflife. Toppo (2000),

'~ Sachchidananda (1989), problems of the aged are two-fold: “The first referstoc

it affects the structure and function of the family ... The problem
~ decline of joint family which

4.2.2 The Concept of Age in Tribal Societies

Tribes in India recognize successive stages of human life according to the progression of age and categorize
life into infancy, childhood, adulthcod and old age. The division of labour is quite distinct with different sets of

| rightsand responsibilities associated with each stage of life. While younger people of the community are considered

{0 be adventurous and agile, older people
{| Becoming old is more than a just a biologic
|| person with children and grand children, who
| by the tribal people.

are seen as experienced advisors to the younger lots and crisis managers.
al process for the tribes; it has also socio-cultural parameters. A
rarely ventures into arduous economic activities, is considered old

Division of labour is very well observed in the age-grade and age-set systems of tribal organization in
Oraon dhumkuria or youth dormitory are three, each one having clearly
is a semblance of two grades. Inall these age-grade systems, the junior
and the ideal of respecting elder persons of the communityina
ocess of socialization also lends support to the idea of
e village council in a tribal village consists of
ated as political leaders because of their experience and expertise in handling
conventionally, the eldest person of the first settled clan is considered
have a relatively higher social statusina tribal village.

4.2.3 Problems of the Aged in Tribal Societies

Ageing has emerged today asa social problem not only due to the rise of the elderly population due to the
decline in the mortality rate as a result of relatively better health care, but also due to rapid socio-economic and
technological changes through which societies undergo. Although the pace of such changes is relatively slow in
tribal societis, they are far from being completely insulated from the effects of these changes. So, the elderly

people have to face this problem in tribal societies as well, althoughina relatively lesser degree. According to
onsequences of old age, such as

alienation, loss of status and shifting of loyalties from the family of orientation to the family of procreation. Secondly,
has been aggravated in recent times by the

earlier provided not only emotional strength for the old, but also security and

adjustment”. Despite all these, many studies show that the aged among the tribals have aremarkal':)le degree of
for exmple, writes that “Some specific qualities of tribal and rural

old are self-confidence, sociability, mobility, ability and responsibilities, and adjustment to social simations._Their
cheerfulness, skill of doing things, personality, facial expressions make their temperament warmer and affectionate

which attracts peoples of various generations”.
43  Access to Education and Literacy among the Tribes
4.3.1 Tribal Literacy in India

n India are making rapid strides in business, administration, professions of many kinds,
litics, their rate of literacy compared to the all-India figure still remains low. According
f literacy among the STs stood at 29.6% as against the general literacy of
ective rates of literacy of ST males and females were 40.6% and 18.1%,

Although tribesi
defence services and inpo
10 1991 Census of India, the rate 0
52.2% at the all-India level. The resp




which clearly indicate the deploring state of female literacy. Of course, some of the States in North-east India had
remarkably high rates of literacy. For example, while Nagaland had 60.5% literates. Mizoram had 82.7%.
Meghalaya had 46.7% and Manipur had 53.6% literates as per the 1991 Census. On the contrary, in Andhra
Pradesh the rate of ST literacy stood at a mere 17.1%. while in Madhya Pradesh it was 21.5% and in Orissa the
literacy rate among STs was 22.3%. Although there is arise in the rate of tribal literacy from 29.6% at the all-India
levelin 1991 to 47.1%in 2001, more than half of the tribal population is illiterates. The question now is what are
the bottlenecks that contribute to poor literacy rate and come on the way of tribal education in India? We shall
discuss some of these issues below.

4.3.2 Reasons for Low Literacy among the Tribes

If we analyze the factors that mostly contribute to the low rate oi’literacy among the tribes and their
access to modern education, many reasons come to our mind, some of which we shall discuss below.

Poverty of the tribal parents most ofien refrains their children to go to school. Since most of the tribes in
India still depend on agriculture and foraging as rhen: principal modes of livelihood, human resources are kaI j
important in these kinds of economic pursuits. The children help thelr_ parents in almost a]] agricultural acf,t' iti 3
grazing of cattle, collection of ﬁrevyooc! and edible forest produce, fishing and allied activi ties. Therefore th\ iti E :
parents arc not inclined to send their children to school. An interesting example from the Nicobar Archip 1 ¢ triba
suffice here. When a researcher asked a Nicobarese as to why did they not send their children ¢ I Chago will
quick reply was: “If all our children go to school, who will climb the coconyt trees?” 0 8chool, the

The curricula designed for the school children in India is th
confuses the tribal children, because things familiar to them, such as
are-missing from the curricula. This contributes to the general dis;
huge rate of dropouts. Moreover, the medium of instruction a |o
dialects. The teachers do not speak the language of the tribes in
makes a tribal child disinterested in studies resulting in dropouts,

specifically provides for adequate facilities for instruction in m
children belonging to linguistic minority groups.

€ 5ame as the non-triha| children, This ofien
tht*j forest, yvildliﬁ_a, Natural thingg ai'ound them
Wré:eéf:qts?;{: tribal children i1.1 Studies, resulting in
s o[‘thcbclaz certainly no Intribal languages or
irrid Amdcc;.s I(:}dicahon man alien language
other tongues a1 ( e ndioy e

€ Primary stage of education to

The tribal areas also suffer from inadequacy of education
schools, and boarding and lodging facilities. Many schools in tribal
proper building or a teacher. Timely and adequate support Jike sch
very insignificant and generally do not attract the tribal children t

al infy

Oattend to schoolg,

Absenteeism of school teachers i§ one of the important factors affocr;

are instances where school teachers remain absent for days to gether, foryy hfjftmg edugalion in tribal arcas. There

studies. There is lack of proper supervision to ensure teacher alteﬂda;ncc ch 1}}0 tribal ¢ Mren o cas. e

schools in tribal areas. When the teacher does not come to the school regy ] ElS] the h_lg‘her officials ing, se mlcrf:sf v

o send their children to school and engage them in other activitjes 1ha%a;1r y th_e trib Parentg fcell.cqllcml)f ‘"15‘ ’

family. Lack of family or peer pressure results in dropping out of the lrib;:] rc‘-}?llllcll red for camning ]ivclltihﬂgcic;ﬁ?zﬁ
ren fl‘om i C

: id ) . 1€ scl
Sometimes the schools are located in interior tribal areag and the (. 100]s.
ac

them to cover large distances by walk everyday due to Jack of : Sehers compain s . L »
they complain about unrealistic teacher-student ratio in schog]s Elntilg;?d f_)f 1r§1ngp0n S 311111 lhgt itis dlllwu_ll 101‘
teacher schools, where one teacher has to handle five classes aloiie E‘{icas. There avess lary. Oome mhc‘r _tlmcb
teachers working in tribal schools. All these and other factors und Uubte.[ - ll{rthel.1 there » ngclnumbgr of Sfmglc'
status of the tribal children in India. ¥ affect the lilcracy?altgcct;wcs for lhcI
~and educationa

We should realize that the status of female education in tribal areas is very very discouraging in India.
There are many socio-cultural factors that come on the way of female education among the tribes. Since girls are
considered as the property of the in-laws after their marriage, there is some degree of reluctance on the part of the
parents to invest in their education. Moreover, girls are married off quite early in life in the tribal areas, which is a
disincentive for their education. Further, there is always a fear in the minds of the parents that once the daughter
is educated, she gives up all the family traditions and it. vyould bedifficulttofinda suitabl.e match for her. Additionally,
girls arc anyway cconomic assets to their natal families, and hence, parents do not like to send them to schools.

4.3.3 National Educational Policy

Article 45 of the Indian Constitution mandated the States to direct their policies tovs:,ards enS}lring “free
and compulsory education for all children until the}-f completed the age of fourteen years”. 11.1 India, the ﬁrst
National Policy on Education was framed in 1968, which was'renewed in 1986. The Nanox-lal Policy of Educalnon
(NPE), 1986 and its subsequent modifications in 1992 laid down clearly the following targets to achieve

; Yo . :mary stage: (i) Provision of universal access to all eliglilble children by ope@g of
;lmversal-x/,dtlon of eduZaUOItli a;z‘;nmgmi]gﬁn areasonable distance of one kilometer; (ii) Retention of all children
: ;Jr;l::l}al 011‘ non-formal ed Eﬁzufmg completion of 5 years of basic education; and (iii) Provisions of quality education

'l g y a . .
o r;o Q;Ig (l,c?c‘ﬁcs anhieve inimum achievement level as per thelstandard. The National Curriculum Framewqu
g Cl Y ; Ecdn -t a02 000 states that “the medium of instruction ideally, ought to be the mother tongue at all the
chool Education 5

whose mother tongue and the regional languages are
st - on. In the case of the learners Wi . . ; =
d:{}gciz I?tf tslc]:b(‘nol' edulc[e:rllonag; may bead opted as the medium of instruction from the third standard”.
V,th regiona ghu e everal recommendations made by the linguists and anthropologists,
at concerns us nere

o : 0ol provisions, teaching and Ieal:ning ir} mother tongue fora tnba_l chzlc'l has
and distinct and specific constitutional P te problems for a tribal child to learn and conceptualize things,

Lelnaincdla distant dream. 'Ijhis dO.eS Egizgz;r;z conse of defeat.ism zfnd loss of interest in patroqizing hisr’liler
] Ut most importantly culﬂlzlmates }Il dorf(1982) observes Thatlm Orissa, many prayers anfi_maglcal formu ac
AMguage. For example, }‘Lu‘cr—HalITlen. he. as the Bondas think it proper that deities and spirits be afldl.'esse'd in
syt i e
anduc?ﬁ? Of ll aRguage - T};Zlgzie:}?erefore are subdued ‘t‘o chanfg Tﬁ;jarg: ca,n be%:'.{l)angle a major factor in creating
S0cig] dwd ; FonsmOl{Sile k has apt ly l'f-‘Ported that U-Se-o uality persists education cannot be conflict free™
unequallsmm?' ke ttdrﬁt};ingual contexts. As long as this 10€d
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44  Malnutrition among the Tribes 0

4.4.1 Whatis Malnutrition?

Health is a prercquisite for v hat the hea

ankind, There is a general agr ccmcnt Tmame help©

¥ 1Y scholars have tried to establish this W! Jinked with factors; S

d ' low health status of the tribes is 619561?’ 1[11 as, and many s0¢10-
Hiking water, poor medical facilities I tribal &r=5

an essential component for the wellbeing of the
Jth status of the tribal populationin Ipd.ia is very poor and

bidity, mortality and health statistics of these groups.
e S:lCh as poverty, illiteracy, use of contaminated
cultural factors prevalent in their societies.

dBVClopIncnt alld iS

t malnutrition. It is defined by Jelliffe (1?66) asa
et ;1(; or excess of one or more essential nutrients, this
o hropometric or physiological tests.

gofthec
absolute defi :
ly by biochemical, ant
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in
1 Let us now understand the m?amor
Plogical stac ing from arelative
Stage state resulting detected 0N

" Oeing clinically manifested of
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The clinical examination of a person can help detecting the state of malnutrition. If ll?ere are changes in the
superficial epithelial tissues, specially the skin, eyes, hair, or in organs near the surface of 1’hc body, such as the
parotids and the thyroid glands, these changes could be attributed to inadequate nutritional intake by the person.

Anthropometry or measurement of human body is one of the important parameters in the assessment of

protein energy maknutrition or PEM. Anthropometric methods used for measuring nutritional defi ciency iincluclc
weight for age, height for age, weight for height, weight/height ratio, body-mass index (BMI), head circumf crence.
chest circumference, calf circumference, skin-fold thickness, etc. Body weight and height reflect the nutritional
status of an individual, particularly among the children. All malnourished children show reduced growth and

muscle protein deficiency. Marasmus and Kwashiorkor are two types of protein energy malnutrition found among
the children, and children also show a mixed clinical picture of both types.

4.4.2 Incidence of Malnutrition among the Tribes

Inadequate nutritional status or malnutrition is manifested in various forms. For example, many of the
tribal groups suffer {rom different grades of anacmia or deficiency of Red Blood Cells (RBC) in blood (as per
World Health Organization classification) due to malnutrition, This is an important clinical manifestation, Anacmia
is more common among tribal females than males. Severe anaemia has been noticed among the Abujhmaria.
Birhor, Baiga, Paudi Bhuyian Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs) of Madhya Pradesh and Orissa, ‘

Micronutrient deficiencies, such as Vitamin A, iron and iodine arealso common amon
of India. Vitamin Adeficiency is manifested in the forms of Bitot’s spot, conjunctiv
which are quite common among the Bondo, Didayi, Juang and Kondh tribes
(inflammation of the mucous membrane of the mouth) s also a res

: : ! ) O ult of micronugri
in tribal India. Iodine deficiency causes goiter, which is most commo
Many studies have revealed that goiter is more prevalent among

g the tribal populations
al xerosis and night blindness:
of Orissa. Angular stomatitis
entdeficiency commonly found
namong the tribes whe inhabit higher altitudes.
the females than the males, -

Nutritional deficiency is manifested clinically in the forms " _ ‘ ‘
have hinted earlier. Marasmus occurs among the children ag;l; iglcar‘"{‘;snlelz 21:(\1 ?v%mol.1(01.u aqu which x\fc‘
interrupted by death or illness of the mother. Among older children this may 1)1/21 'en ma}emal milk sup plly 1ﬂb
Marasmus causes loss of muscles and subcutaneouys fat. The skinb eoimiss 4 ppeg at tlhe tlmepr')f severe la111111t:.
thin and dry. The body temperature remains low. Such children are SL\SCET{";‘]} erl.ﬂded. [he hair bgcomc%
infections. On the other hand, children with kwashiorkor are us Plble to diarrhea] and respiratory

; ually age .
muscle loss occurs, but subcutaneous fatis preserved. The hair bccodmzsagc?l 18 months g 4 years. In this case.
becomes scaly and glistening, peeling and h ;s

i ; Straight and dep .d. The skin
yperpigmented, egne adepigmented. The s
becomes distended and the liver enlarged. *pecially on the legs. The abdomen of the child

Malnutrition is still abundant in tribal areas
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Check Your Progress —1I

1. Di the concept of ageing in the tribal societies of India and the problems the tribal aged face today.
. Discuss : : 5
: il / he tribal children®
Wh he maior reasons for illiteracy among t . e : g
g‘ Wha;[ ?r;g;;:‘;i{ion" How does malnutrition manifest clinically among the tribes of India?
; atis !

4.5  Alcoholism and DrugAbuse
4.5.1 Introduction

India is not only a health hazard, but also a social problem today. However,
es have been undertaken on the problems of alcoh.olis-m anfi dTug aal;;{use

: < is because of the fact that anthropolo g:ical studles.on rlehglon- mvane:jbl 13; g—]c :12
e i Oflnfc‘l li{- Ttl?sl llj,y the tribes of India as a ritual practice. On all ritual occasions an y
reference to the use of alcoho

i :ve of age and sex.
rituals, tribes in India consume alcohol 1rr€5PC§tWC, g

Alcoholism among the tribes o;
— . . :
very few scientific and systematic st

i hich is the principal source of intoxication.
er by fermented rice, W i ) it i
-+ with the morning ea’ of the urban people. Sometimes, liquor is also prep
Many tribal people equate it with

T d alcohol is
f palm trees. Because locally brewed 2
‘ g s it ri ir childhood. This general
Miisaiaoniei ”C? Mdrgg% i;lr[i)bal children get addicted to it right from theirc g
inexpensive and is a cultural symoos,

' i been
: ally approved drink among the tribes has
bil h ralcohol asaritually sanctioned and culturatly app
acceptability to the use 0

the womb of many social evils.
In recent times, ccmsul??}mon Oan
Opium, cannabis, psychotropic subst

Tribes in Central India prepare rice be

onally brewed alcoholis supplemeflted by drugs like heroin, morphine,
ftradition

d others, whichare mostly used by the tribal youth.
ces an ;

e Alco 0 I

als with the use of alcohols and drugs inrAruna?cha]
i ess the prevalence
use was carried out to asses;t
: femiological study on Su:jt?;cgmnogmpkﬂc diverse popultion of Arunachl
Pradegh. The authors say that an épie peing used commonly ol of 5135 pcople agedabove 10 years
S s o Qpiilir;tes thata representative Sce use. Over all, prevalence of substance use
fadesh, The abstract of the paper "¢ about their habit of Subija;cohol, and 4.8% opium, which vary across
Were interviewed to collect infonﬂatl@nld 12.1% smokers), 3& obacco o e commor}l}lf i among
o 0-9% tobacco (2.5% g ccupation Thogeres Tects strong cultural belief. Religiously, opium
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2 ] 3 * - i : : ‘
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45.3 Self-Help Groups (SHGs) Against Alcohols and Drugs

While alcoholism and drug addiction is fairly common among the tribes of India, The Daily Statcsman
(July 4,2006) reports that in the northeastern state of Manipur, tribal women have spearheaded a unique initiative
to check the spread of drug abuse, a social malaise that has today assumed alarming epidemic proportions in that
State. Calling themselves ‘“Meira Paibis’ (literally, women’s federation), groups of old women began by patrolling
the valley areas, armed with torches and iron gongs to ward off crimes. Subsequently they z;uum-cntcd their
nightlong vigils to include alcohol and drug addiction as well. They imposed fines of Rs 1 30 and ﬁc‘a empty liquor
bott_les to_nf:cks of men found drinking in public and Rs 5,000 on sellers of alcohol. In areas patro! lc(i by the
Meira Paibis, drug use pattems changed substantially, with decline in riotous bebaviarand E&atcr safety for
womer} z?t night. The M‘el%‘a Paibis initiative is showcased inanew report on ‘Drue Use in tP;e N(‘)Enheasl.cm States
of India’ brtzugh.t out jointly by the [‘Inited Nations Office on Drugs and Crigmc\ (UNODC) and‘ the Indian
government’s Ministry of Sogal Jushce.: and Empowerment. In fact_ g ol the aljli breakine initiatives 10
reduce the burden of drug use in the family have actually been achievéd through path-breaking 1:‘ i
North-east, some of them spearheaded by women, the report adds ough self-help groups (SHG) 1

Similar efforts are necessary all over Indj : L
et ks t?n?e_ Sonin el;: ;::geg:&zlzimfh L::SE: tsi[ a]c?hols and drugs, which breaks j:mman
assumed the status of a generalized epidemic, both the Governme Ste ays 15‘ the leading cause of HIV, which has‘
redressal of the problems of alcoholism and drug abuse amop . afld NGO efforts should be directed towards
gthe triba] population of India.

4.6 ' Problems of Child Labour

[eatsﬁ 44 @lliﬁn cl;ild‘:llabqur;:rs inthe age group of'5-14, More than 8¢ India itself, it i estimated that there are 4t
in the agncu gra and non-formal sectors and many are bonded |}, i n India are cmploy®
dropped out of school after two or three years, ourers. Most of them are cither illiteratc "
4.6.1 What is Child Labour?

There is always confusion betwé.en child]
: abour and ch;
work can be beneficial and can enhance a chj - . child work, Byt i “hi
L e ; , sph B sl 11 ) 1 Child
interfering with schooling, recreation and rest. IECI};:rClal menlal: Spiritual, mopg] ;1:011{ is not child work. '(*:hou
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4.6.2 Hazards and Maguitude of Child Labour in India

ildven eneaced i mines and quarries, construction sites, brass and glassware _industries, ete. face
fie pFTQEI:]L;T}])(;:;;:;%IZ{;?{;S Working atq these places afl'fccts the v_isual anFl auditory CapaCITj(’:E‘; of th.e c?,hildren.
Hard physical labour by a child fora year in such 111dustrlcs stunts its p}_pismal_ stature upht_c: 30 /nl ofits normal
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Trafficking and the Tribes it India
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across national borders, largely from developing countries and some countries with economies in transition. with
the end goal of forcing women and girl children into sexually or economically oppressive and exploitative situations
for profit of recruiters, traffickers, and crime syndicates as well as otherillegal activities related to trafficking, such
as forced domestic labour, false marriages, clandestine employment and false adoption.” The UN Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, 2000, defines trafficking
as: “The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of a threat or use of
force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception of the aby
vulnerability, or of giving or receiving payments or benefits to achieve the consent
another person for the purpose of exploitation.” Therefore, trafficking involves ¢o
the helpless humans for the advantage of the mafias.

se of power or of a position of
ofa person having control over
ercion to some degree for using

4.7.2 Trafficking in India and its Impact

Trafficking is by and large a gendered phenomenon. Although traffickin f _ R
taking place within and from the region, evidence from major Government md%hoe Ir\'n((;r(ljand you?'g l;oys .15 %:;] t;
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Check Your Progress — 11

1 Discuss how alcoholism and drug abuse has emerged as a social evil in tribal societies
and how the women'’s self-help groups in Northeast India are countering this trend.

2. Present an assessment of hazards and magnitude of Chl.ld labour in India. i

3 What do youmean by tra fficking? How do the trafficking rackets affect tribal women?

4.8  HIV/AIDS and the Indian Tribes
4.8.1 What is HIV/AIDS?

mune Deficiency Virus and AIDS mcans‘Acquired Immune
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Pre-marital sex is not uncommon among the tribes of India, as the dormitories in these socictics lacilitate
interaction between the unmarried boys and girls. It is but natural that they are attracted to each other. but the
relationship may not end up with a marriage in all cases. Among the Tharu, Jaunsari, Bhotia, Raji. Bhoksa. etc.
boys and girls enjoy considerable freedom in sexual matters and the elders do not interfere as long as these arc
within *permissible limits’. The novice in these societies is generally initiated by older adolescents into sexual
experimentations. Rang-bang of the Bhotia, Gitiora of the Munda and Ho, Dhumkuria of the Oraon. Basaghar
among the Paraja, Majang of the Juang and Ghorul of the Muria are the dormitories where the tribal boys and
girls are initiated to sex at an early age. Similarly, there cases of adultery are not unknown, although post—maritai
affairs often lead to divorce and social eriticism. In many tribal cultures, monetary compensation for extra-marital

sex is permissible, which facilitates sex relationship with multiple partners, This is in addition to the pl-c\:ai]ing
marriage practice of polygyny and polyandry, which are not considered as abnormal among many tribes of [ndia.

Besides these culturally accepted practices, mierati . ; s d
Lo » mugration of tribals from their orio; a5 10 citics an
towns in search of jobs, involuntary displacement due , m their original abodes to

0 dCVElOpment projects. c o - « hahitats into
; ; S AUN S jects, conversion of their habitats
hubs of urban and industrial activities, etc. expose them to HIV/AIDS, where sexual exploitation of tribal wo men

is rampant. Contractors, forest officials, truck drivers sexuall : in these
) . ; . e y abuse the tribal women and spread AIDS in thes®
areas. Patnak and Mehrotra (2005) note that the districts of Durg, Bpija; Raipur, Raj nandgaoitnd Mahasamund:

urbanized, record fast spread of HIV/AIDS. The tribal

- s jod
ga, apparently for a religious purposc- 15

¢1s often used for tattooing many people. |

4.9 Gender Inequality
4.9.1 The Concept of Gender
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4.9.2 Gender Inequality in India

Gender inequality has a strong root with a prejudice against the female sex all over the world, including
India. Nobel Laurcate, Amartya Sen (2001), had once written, “The afflicted world in which we liveis chamctcrizea
by deeply unequal sharing of the burden of adversities between women and men. Gender inequality exists in most
parts of the world, from Japan to Morocco, from Uzbekistan to the United States of America. However, inequality
between women and men can take very many different forms. Indeed, gender inequality is not one homogeneous
phenomenon, but a collection of disparate and interlinked problems™. He has, in fact, described seven different
types of gender inequality, which are: 1) mortality inequality with high rate of mortality for women; 2) natality
inequality with parental preference for male children than female children; 3) basic facility inequality including
restricted access to health, education, employment for women; 4) special opportunity inequality in the fields of
higher cducation and professional training; 5) profe.ssional inequality iq employmcnt and promotion opportunities
in work and occupation; 6) ownership inequality with regard to properties like homes and lands; and 7) houschold
incquality, where women are supposed to work at hOIT“lC orif t}}cy worlj: -out51de home, they nlzted to combine bgth
working at home and office. All these seven tyPes qi gender inequalities are very \fvel! apphf:ab%c tq the Indian
society, where women are generally considereFi mfcpor or ?ess capable Lha'n men. Tlps FllSCI‘lImnElth.m is a cultural
construction. which has been institutionalized in Indian society over centuries due to its inherent patriarchal nature.

4.9.3 Gender Inequality among the Tribes
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1ough dis RS gy g ) ,
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4.10  Safe Drinking Water

In one of its studies, the World Health Organization has indicated that drinking water contaminated by
human waste causes 80% of the diseases in India. Communities belonging to tribal and semi-tribal arcas in India
still follow the unhygienic practice of relieving themselves in the open, near the sources of water, causing drinking
water contamination by human waste. As per details released by the UNICEF, one gram of human excrcta can
contain 10,000,000 viruses, 1,000,000 bacteria, 1,000 parasite cysts and 100 parasite eggs. Protecting drinking
water from faecal contamination by following home hygiene practices such as sanitary usc of toilets and washing
hands with soap or ash are the only means to fight the widespread menace of waterborne diseascs.

Unfortunately, the tribal regions in India have neither sources of safe drinking water nor adequaltc awarencss
to keep the drinking water free from contaminations. Tribes in India sti]| depend on natural Springs, rivulets,
stagnant rain water in small ponds, and rarely tube wells as their sources of drinking water
sources contain contaminated water or water with dangerous minerals that (he :
Using this water for drinking purpose, therefore, results in many water borne
gastro-enteritis, etc.
wtesinal he il an e o ot M, PrYisions o the supplyof e drinkin

r nareas -Many NGOs working with the tribal people have also been
extending necessary help by installing tube wells, restoring communj e
contaminated and purified water supplied through concealed
rural pockets, let alone the tribal pockets with undulated hill

Invariably these
tribals use for drinking purpose-
diseases like jaundice, diarrhea.

w ty ponds for water storage, etc. Still de-
PIpes lor clnr*',lnng water has not reached majority ©f
y and mountainoyg terrains,

4.11 Reproductive Health among the Tribes of India
4.11.1 What is Reproductive Health?
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4.11.2 Reproductive Health ip, Tribal Indj, |
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mainly because of a very low natural growth rate of the tribal population in the region. Pandey
(1990) observed high fertility and mortality in Mishmi tribal groups and atiributed it to the low level of
education and income, lack of knowledge of family planning method and importance of small family
size, poor medical facilities, lack of proper sanitation and drinking we?ter. i_3ar_ua (1982) studied 196
ever-pregnant women belonging to the Hajong tribe of West Garo hills district of Meghalaya. High
infant mortality (18.2%) and prenatal mortality (3.1 %) were repqrted among them. Das etal. (1982)
studied two Lepcha villages of northern Sikkim, namely Lachen a‘nd Lachung, and found the trl::%al
fertility rate for Lachung and Lachen to be 4,66 and 3.79 rgspect_lvel_y. The results on total fertility
rate were more or less similar to the Indian national PUpU|at’°*_‘-_D'ﬁe'_ences between the two were
possibly due to the socio- cultural factors. The number of surviving children per women in Lachung
and Lachen were found to be 3.70and 2.65 respectively. The netreproductive s tvee

tobe 3.6 in Lachung and 1.801in Lachan.
high among various tribal groups but no exact data
: | mortality were found to be unhygienic and primitive

could be collected. ain causes of materna ;
Dracticescgfeg[?tﬁ l';trigrewllFor example, itwas observed th_at among th%}(utla K‘;n:?ol;—(igsl;?;ag
19903, the dfii =rv was conducted by the r110theri1er§e¥f|n ahalf squatting F;OSC; Icl]'ver e ghild F;n
iihé_aqd}é)w; frzn\ie'{hje Iroof of the hut. This helped her In ?pplmgﬁ z;e(fl'?illj(;emgrtaiily. SiAst wonk
Complicated labour, obviously it might Iea(i ,tgaTgargeur;EIiiZ the Kharias, Gonds, Santals, etc. Itis

irths practi : o exist in other i : alone, when the labour
fairly C.Or[ii:lg[es *J:\l"8| e f?rggiées of Northeast India to s mtr?;hhee];gr?sséxpectéd at the time of
Starts, and 1 o l’]Oggtl {0 the baby in the forest gl 022

; 0 give birth

' ' ong them.
delivery, maternal mortality rate is naturally higher among

_ootices are found _ ;
Maternal and child health 2 pljifg(;?sOrissa Santals, Jaunsaris, Kharias, etc.). Expectant
9roup (e, Baster tribal groups, Kutia Ko !
.€. Bastertribal groups,

: the inception of pregnancy to its
: ainst tetanus. From
rzcﬁhers o alarge extentare not ;nocumgii;%ed by the women. On the other hand, some pregnant
Min dietis €

i [ fear of

| ' itious i+ food intake because of the fe:
Mba] \igon' nolspemﬁc r]LE;t:I:IaS Santals, o) I ta]:ii's small in the womb and the delivery
ecuyry, TR, Dot sure thiat the o R s during pregnancy is poor. The
s frent vomiting and also to enst of i G ng the tribal women and almost

OMmes easier. The consumption 01T .
abit of taking aléohoi during pregnancyl f ding ha nduring a_dvancid f]reugsr;r;tlzg.
A of thq o eaaular activities including sended by elderly ladies ofthe ho .
Py o el conducted @ ~  deliveries which resultin an increased
han 90% of the deliveries are - of conducting ¥ ffcultiabeor
\ SPecifi i “pserved atthe ime 8 i4ff are secured only in
-IMC precautions are 0bs

ical s
. sramedical
S il v . - Flcesofpa
C Cept'b”[ty to various infections. Serv
aSeS.

Maternal mortality was reported to be

to be largely neglected in various tribal

- bicth was found to be appreciably
' elated t0 pregna‘ﬂGY anlt;i] Zgiél?t?;Ta lot of females suffered from
high . Maternal mortality dli'€“CﬂY I_e ps 0 tar distrc! of a well defined concept of health
- ie ORI gmt‘f{-birth in the abse d tribal illiterate mothers are observed
L a.th ik pregnany an Cm ncerned h rural an ractices like discarding of coIOSFrums.
to brng)usness,Asfaras child-caré iS_?;ema opte harmﬂ;lzdmg S eTayed introduction -
Qiyj 3Stfeed their babies. But, m.oc‘stu_ ! oction 0 ast etsandchildrenareinadequateamong
SOy g Prelatic feeds, delayed 1f'\t|.3 “ . ¢
triba ®Mentary feeds. Vaccination and |

irval lems.
muniz ion© e et {35005 aggravate the prob
g aglco‘-religious be
rO“DS In addition. extreme me
. In addition, extre
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because of their i G amily planning program i
W m;‘;ig:':;?;?;g?emﬂ instinct and protectiveness towards t%gir cghild ren;eTsﬁg; :3502122123
T g e S e AtEgiai postnatal care because of their concern with tﬁe welfare of the
ShoeFoiblrsn Lot fauaa“ﬂbg fora safe labour. One of the studies shows that more than 90% of
Wb onl 1B DUAS Khzans and Santals are found to be aware of famil ' 0d

ria couples are aware of family planning methrgéiys{ PEmREE

R.K.Kar (1993) in one of his studi
Pradesh hasm ; ies on the reproductive he
women is intim:ti?yt?e?;f;?;w?ﬁ observations. He says, “Reproduc’ti\?;tp;aflizi NhOCt_e OfArun_achf l
iy L e o their valug system and cultural tradition. C ehavior of the N?C .
nce on health behavior in general ang rePrOduct;\}e Eg:lr;' \_!a|uerst>_anld p{lsiarc]ncei
in particular. Thus, !
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possible to raise the health
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ormation of the society as

“Itis also apparent that the h
ealth developm
the larger pro pment programs -
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and communicati yypena nUmbe_r of supportive seryi 0 become mutually self-supporting:
lon, nutrition and education, et rvices, such as development of transport
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4. Whatdo you meanb
: : Y reproducti
of tribal women in India. HIRSHole

412 LetUs Sum Up

Letus understand and appreciate that

our tribal societies still li
i i"acisl(i)t(i::;he;[%?n llveha deplorable and marginalized |if;

j of life, such as food : ~cd lile. Prg .
child labou, HIV/ALDS, malnutition, jopmrarc 220 s ol grapy
maternal and child mortality on, immoral traffickine 1. jch.Contrapi]y th : =
this Unit, ’ cofil B e VL i victims ¢

1C5C problemg lhc(' use, gender inequalitys high
= WCIr incidence ude 1
and magnitud¢

we have alreaq
Y Cross h
ed S9years of Indian Independence and yeb:

@

lation ¢ them from all sides. They still Jac®

4.1 3 Kc), Words

ocial Gerontology: The study of statuses and roles of older persons, their culture patterns ial
- i i ’ , 50C
organization and collective behaviour, as they are affected by social changes ia
ges.
Anthropometry: The science of measurement of human body parts.
A pathological state resulting from arelative or absolute deficiency or excess of
one or more essential nutrients in human diet.

Malnutrition:

A voluntary organization formed mostly by women to under developmental and/

Self-help Group (SHG):
or reformistic works in the society.

I abour of children below the age of 14 years that hampers their normal physical,

Child Labour:
tual, emotional and moral development.

intellec
Iraffick ing: Trafficking means moving men, women, and children from one place to another
and placing them in condition of forced labour.
HI. HIV means Human Immune Deficiency Virus that weakens the immune system
in humans and causes AIDS or Acquired [mmune Deficiency Syndrome.
ruction of female and male identity and includes the
between men and women are valued, used and relied
s and expectations to them.

Gender: [t refers to the social const

ways in which differences

upon to classify and assignrole

ive processes, functions and system at all stages of

addresses the reproduct l
[t addresse ics that people are able to have a responsible,

human life and therefore, impl
satisfying and safe sex life.

chroductive Health:

4.1
4 Check Your Learning

syt ed by the tribes of India. .
pmb!w‘]‘sszfd the' problems they face in changing circumstances.
- tribal children? How to prevent this?

al children of India?

g thetribal youth of India. How do

social

n tribal sO :
r school dropout among

fested among the trib

Present an overview of the
Discuss the concept of age i
What are the main reasons f0 :
What is malnutrition? How is it mar! pecome pandemic amor
Explain how alcoholism and drug 20U5¢ e . Northeast India” _
the tribal women help preventing drug abuse’ d health nazards associated witht.
Discuss the magnitude of child labour in mdiagﬂ sit affectthe ribal women in India?

1 How d0es ¢ : ibes of Indi
What do you understand by rafficking? H omote HIV/ALDS among e =
Disoues oo = Fihetrad e . among the tribal societies of India.

Attempt a brief essay on the pature 0
- How safe drinking water is ahealthp
+ What is meant by I‘eproducti\fc

the trilya population of India.

S R S

inequall ;
f gender ipedue < is +th suitable examples.
e state of 1€

productive health among

—_ o
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Check Your Progress . |

I Discuss how ageing is both a physical and 5 socio

‘ ~cultura] 1}
of age-grade and age-set systems. Alsg discuss t wral phengy,

: ehon in {1
he socia] and psy Onin frip

. al societies with exampl€®

al problems they face.
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Discuss the economic, cultural and insfrastructural impediments that result in low literacy rate among the
tribes.

Define malnutrition as given in the Unit. Discuss how it is manifested through various diseases and body
deformities.

Check Your Progress — 11

Discuss both traditional and modem practices of alcohol and drug abuse in tribal societies. Delineate the
role of ‘Meira Paibis’ in Manipur in combating drug addiction.

Discuss approximate numbet of child labour and various industries where they are employed.

Define trafficking. Discuss how seX rackets work and how tribal women are exploited economically and
efine trafficking. -

sexually.

Check Your Progress — 111

E Di the traditional sexual behaviour patterns among the tribes that risk the tribal
“xplain HIV/AIDS. Discuss

it S
people as potential victims of HIV/AID
struct. Discus_
haveahi

sed by .
L al and infant mortality and other indicators. Also discuss
men vulnerable to diseases and death.

the gender inequalities with examples to contradict the most
s

Define gender as a social con dherorat leastan equal status as their men.

popular notion that tribal‘ woien
' o 1 en
Discuss how contaminated water is oft

i matern
Define reproductive health. Discuss a?;;tmake e
how many cultural practices of the trl

the tribes that leads to'many water-borne diseases.




Unit-V estimates that about 850 languages are in daily use in India, out of which 398 are listed in their
Language Issues Ethnologue (2003). However, the same database, Ethnologue, in its 2005 edition lists 428 lan-
= guages for India, 415 of which are "living" (Gordon 2005). Accroding to 1991 Census, there are
5.0 Objectives 114 languages and 1,579 "mother tongues" (Census of India, 2001). Furthe(, 1,579 mother tongues

After going through this Unit, you should be able to: have been "rationalized" from a list of around 10,000 mother tongues, which was told by the sur-

- Comprehend the language situation in India, and es veyed population of India.

pecially the language situation among

the tribes of India. Of the 114 languages reported by the Cen§us of India (2001.), qnly 23 are recognized as
- Know the debate over the medium of instruction in Schools located in the tribal areas 'official languages' or scheduled languages, and listed in the Constitution, while the rest 91 lan-
[ ' i - ' al guages come under the category of non-scheduled languages.
- Understand the issues relating to the preparation of scripts for tribal languages in India. o . ‘ ot laraugd farilieds S TS E g
¥ Appreciate the issues relating to the preservation of tribaj | s0Ci § Indian languages are derived from four majorB guag I : b uropean, (2)
ated with it. nguages and problems as e Dravidian, (3) Austro-Asiatic, and (4) Tibeto-Burmese. But many languages spoken in India do not

51 Introduction ’ come under any one of the above mentioned established families, and hence, are named as 'lan-

i ' uages belong to the category of language isolates in this sense.
We all know that Indian Union is a multi- guage isolates'. Andamanese languag

eal , | ulti-cultural ang multi-lin i State T e Indo-European language family is spoken by about 74% of the Indian
Reorganization Committee was constituted in Post-Independence Iln%iliJaf1 ’ltcT gg?erl}nviget?wéhsolmcal ' DZSJT:;;???;? Dﬁaer;cgyogga speakers of the Dravidian family of languages. Rest of the Indian

aken as the basis for the reorganization of d Tibeto-Burman languages.

States. Nevertheless, most of the States are again inhab: . . | Population speaks Austro-Asiatic an

guages and dialects, and hence, noteven a singige Stater.] %bét;dogg!peome speaking different lell.?i: . , n languages are mainly spoken in large tracts of the northern, western

cal unit. Letus the take the example of Arunachal Pradesh tse | isig%ftg: d;n |nistr?t1ve a”degzhd While Indo-Europea <ers of Dravidian languages are limited to the southern and
; of many languag

and parts of eastern India, the SPE2 the Tibeto-Burman speakers are largely confined to the east-

or dj : . s i :
et and e AR e central Indian regions. Similary, Wh][fecentral northeast India and in Andaman and Nicobar islands

are mutually unintelligible.
The problem of language in education i

e Himalayan region, the people 0 e is divided into Mundari and Mon-Khmer
§ iy G : . in India is yan regiol, Asiatic language is divided into Mu
,lmbes in Indt La ha![;m_g thEIt: own languages. But their childiggiggg]gﬁ to all of us. Therg are m?g Speak Austro-Asiatic languages. A“St,LOe?zlfa}h arkh%nd and the later spoken by the tribes of north-
:rnsch:ﬁa%se SEv:: whiieﬂﬁgrgri:%nsg;%t?; ;Z?agclnt:talglangtlhages are not sggsgr?:; gg L\j\?rﬁ;[fgnslgs?éms 2;3??hes‘ the former spoke:; IPly theatrr:stands \We shall discuss about them again under the section
[ . : »as In the : st Indi and Nic ;
e rone is bt much ffortto write textbooks for saag) arncy- ' Khami or Sherdukpen on gl fanguages n Ind
i i - r e :
|anguages are gradually gefting Obgoﬁe t(;hgggeg ):!twl ;2?5 r::other-tongue?gésggsgc:}f?w?snﬁﬁlr?bal %22 Tribal Languages in India di lation as
between its speakers also faces the thrgat of extinction ttha langu_a_ge is lost, the binéing force g Tribes (STS) constitute abqut 8% of the total ln s?en gopus _a; }?D'i
ﬁﬁgﬁbl E 52%] :tt E;‘?fe”t ofver 6%% of tribal mother tOn:gues é?g%armang the survival of the wholé 5 We know that Sched uier_:l I lation s about 84 million. There are 573 notifiea or Sdli ffles
ki s al:cgl ; _g\;\g L?p tcr;?“ existing tribal |an Juages argtr[r?Ct' €ndangered or r_noribun : iHEF_the Census of 2001 and therr polriing their own language or dialect. Theserllainguagez :gﬁ e
languages are neglected to such an eTt:rr?tCt?wtla?n d? A o ﬂ%rrgtlhnna“tzelad . thef| iilesetar?baa encth:fere”t parts of the country Spﬁih they live There are more than 270 such languag .
; b : b Nat not mg ; ately, most of the trib ro in wnicit & ' P i milies.
primary education in their mother tongue. This is nothingfi{tl?an 1% Of the tribal children get thell m the State languages s broadly classified |nto four main gan[:?;av?d?;:family
Given the situation, the question now is 4 condition of 'linguistic genocide" The tribal languages in India c2 Chinese family, (3) '

. Tipetan or Tibeto-
guages and what problems come on the wa 13t what coug ) Sino-Tibe

shall discuss the issue of tribal scripts, the mOf Préserving

T ge :
' and ?)Soone o preserve the tribal |anp: hese are. (1) Austro-Asiatic family, (2
preservation of tribal languages in Indian Cont:dlum of instruction ﬂ;ﬂOtlng them. In this Unit, W

- ) Indo-European family. o two branches. The Mon-Khmer branch is

e vl int , )
= "the tribal chi d fne ot ly is divided I icobarese in the Nicobar Is-
5.2 Languages in India al children, an ey The Austro-Asiatic language f:iTa:guage‘” Meghalaya and Nico
5.2.1 Indian Languages and their Distrify s I S€Nted by the speakers of Kna N
guages and their Dlstnbutlon Ndg ' Chinese sub-family is repre-
As we all know, India is a multi- ' ilies. The Siamese- |

lingual country,

; . ub-fam : 4 district in Arunachal Pradesh
languages are spoken in this country. The British gdHowever‘ it is diffi Seny The Tibeto-Chinese family has two s he Khamti of Lohit distric

il : t - hich are dis-
' : mini > difficult to g5 any e : that includes’ ny as five branches, w
ggqgﬁﬁgyao?ﬁﬁ:r? tﬂ;ﬁtglufgg%fsl‘n?rlwatw anguages ang th?etrraetﬂ[t“ngu{s'f. Griergoenxam?g}é Tﬁg f?:st to Sng ’Ehdebg the.Tal grogpat Ignguagi?man sub-family has g8 many
spoken in India. Relatively recenily, Ar:i:r%rgg' Srierson lists 1\'.—::83 :n 11-volume compendiu Cusse b hakial, etc. The Tibeto-
guages in India reducible from various dialects.(Mgg:]) has state thanguages and 544 diaieCtSj 1) Slow: iq of Darjeeling): : li, Kinauri
| While, the s mertel:we ?tre e I?gs ) Tibt’itm—Himalayan pranch (Bhoti2 layan group (Chamba, Lahauli, Swangl, :
stitute of Linguisti Himala

inalized
Western subgroup of pronominalize

etc);
@

,____




iii) Non- Pronominalized Himalayan group (Rc_}rjg or Lepc_ha, Tpto, efc.);

V) Arunachal branch (Aka or Hrusso, Abor,_ l\_m_n, Dafla, Mishmi, etc.);

V) Assam-Burmese branch has four SLfb—dlmsmns: ' : o

a) Bara or Bodo group (Plains Kachari, Dimasa or Hill Kachari, Garo, Tripuri, etc.);

b) Naga group (Anagami, Ao, Sema, Rengma, etc. of the Naga subgroup and Kachcha Naga,
Kabui Naga of the Naga-Bodo subgroup);

c) Kachin group (Singpho); and

d) Kui-Chin group (Manipuri, Thado, Sokte, Ralte, Lushai, etc.).

The speakers of Dravidian family of languages are scattered over the southern part of India
and include the speakers of Korwa, Yerukula, Yarava, Badaga, Todo, Kota, Oraon or Kurukh, Malto
or Maler, Kui, etc.

Although there not many Indo-European speakers amon

R : g the tribes of India, Hajong and
Bhili languages belong to this family (Vidyarthi and Raj 1985).

From the foregoing discussion, itis evident that Indian tripe
and dialects. And yet, as we said earlier, linguistic genocide has
despite many constitutional safeguards specially made for the
the next section, we shall examine these provisions relating to

S speak many different languages
engulfed the tribes of India. This is
Scheduled Tribes (STs) of India. In
tribal Ianguagesv

STs with regard to Lan
The Constitution of India defines the Scheduled Tri
groups within such tribes or tribal communities as are deemeq underArticle led
Tribes for the purposes of the Constitution. Articles 15, 15 and 1 guaranteeﬁg trg l?\te Stcgecﬁll;"’fy
as the fundamental right. Moreover, under cultural ang educationg| rights, Artic| Ights to qt e
interests of the minorities. The Article reads as follows: yIHEIEI20 profacts

5221 Constitutional Provisions for the guage

1. Any section of the citizen residing in the territo

'y or an
guage, scripts or culture of its own shall have the right Y part thergof hav

toconserve the same.
2. No citizen shall be denied admission into any ed .

or receiving aid out of state funds on ground only of r

ing a distinct lan-

Ucational institytj
eligion,
Having stated the right of the people to maintain their own |
adds the explicit protection of the rights of minoritie
language, which is certainly an important part of lan
along with protection against discrimination, in rec

¢ 0N maintained by the staté
ace, caste, language or any of them.
Sto Drc?\? ?i Uage_and Culture, the Constitution
guage ma\ilnte their own €ducation in their own

€hance. Article 30 details this right,

eivin
990vernment grants for education:

1 All minorities, whether based on religion orlanguage shall
administer educational institutions of their choice. ' e the right o establish and
pulsory aCquisition

minority, referreg toci); i?gupm?eﬁv of any educational
such law for the geq g -+ e State shall ensure
e Quisition o Such property is such @8

, atclauge. 5
gainst any ducationg| ; € State sha|| not, in granting
ther base

d on relfigion o tS’ututic::n on the ground that it
This final clause does not prevent the State fr

: ‘ ; atin _
protect against regulations concerning mediym of instructiog t_';ﬁisfucatlonm standards. put does
: ac .

thas also peen upheld in the

'(A) Inmaking any law providing for the com
institution established and administered by g
that the amount fixed by or determined under
would not restrict or abrogate the right guaran
aid to educational institutions, discriminate a
Is under the management of a minority, whe

courts (Dua 1986). The question has been raised as to how language rights fitinto the la_nggage
planning goals framework. While not explicitly .related to ian_gugge plappmg, these constltqtlonal
safeguards provide protection for language m‘amtenance objectives. Gr\nng{ Ianggages theright to
be and the right to be learned through protection of them seems e.llso‘to be implicit fgrm; of status
planning. Besides these general safeguardsl, th; Indian Conshtu"non lncfudes_a sectlop t|tl_e_d Spe-
cial Directives in which language and education Issues beyond simple protection for mlnor[tresdare
explicitly addressed. Article 350 guarantees the nght of all people to use a Ianguageéhey :Jtn t‘t-:'r-
stand in "representations for redress of grievanc_:es. 'Inthe Seventh Amenq mept to_t fe ons I’;J ion
made by the Constitution Act of 1956, two Articles were added addressing linguistic minority is-

sues: .
3504 Facilities for Instruction in Mother-tongue at Primary Stage.

local authority within the State to provide

ur of every State and of every local _ . .

It shallbe e eﬁd?iﬁion in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to ghl!tdren

Eglequate iaclflltles. fg; l;,l?niority groups; and the President may issue such directions to any State as
onging to linguis ‘

: isi such facilities.
he considers necessary or properfor securing the provision of

i 1i i i Mi | | .

: i i feguards
i icer to investigate all matters relating to the sa

I the_duty o t'h : Sﬂi(c:;::' ?II[Z Constitution and report to t:: e||PrES|ceiE;rI]Itsl:JFc);?1nr;Sg:t§
;e orimguisfemin 2 sident may direct, and the Presidents aﬂ%au;tates ek
Matters at such intervals as the [;rerliamem‘ and sent to the Governments of the . ,
to be laid before each House of Pa ition being d8ﬁned asa minori[y become-s ?n |m‘p0r_
B i nd mother tongue. The issue of listing t_nbes
fdefining g E"[he Constitution, providing the categories of
fused with the list of official languages

To ensure protection unde

ant issue tied to the complexity 0 i
, where In
and castes for special protection 00curs else

4 = :
ibes, not to be COMMEE . - inorities was not included
Cheduled Castes and Schedulei;rr:njhile the definition of linguistic mi
'®ferred to as Scheduled Languages. ¥

; .t language as separate spoken lan-
N th me Court decision defined minority languag
€ Constitution, a Supre

ate script (Dua 1986).
Uage i anguages using of o e poli als with the issue of
g€, not restricted to lang f State policy de

oot inciples © .
Further, Article 46, Part IV of Directive Prlnti:g o eduled Castes, Schediiied Tribes ad

nic interests of i ial care the educational and

Dromotion of educational and eco"r}or:glféiate hal promote;"i';h Z?‘t?;:ﬂaf stth Sahetiied Cesies
°r Wealer sections, It 030, jons of the people 2 ! d all forms of exploitation.’

C ker sections tice an
ONomic interests of the wea

from social injus
the Scheduled Tribes and shal protect them

: d the Tribes _
icy of Education an : - in 1986. The polic
2.2.2 The National Policy of E approved by the Indian Parliamentin 198 policy
The National Policy of E

; icy enunciat-
h gcheduled Tribes. Be'SIdeSnt{:; ??tnftzle?rlso%e spacial
i ion of the 9% tion in general,
ing - SPecial place to the educa’ﬂ:)hﬂe rejuvenation Of educa
®asures and directives for

d Tribes.
3SUres for the education of the Schedule

_ followind
Sep. INits Para 4.6, the policy St-ateii?:;:the
Sduled Tribes (STs)on par with © - a Prir
n
Priority will be accorded t0 opentd

ducationwas

measures will be taken urgently to bring the

mary Schools in tribal areas.

e R



Il The socio-cultural milieu of the STs has its distinctive characteristics including in ma ny cases
their own spoken language. This underlines the need to develop the curricula and devise instruc-

tional materials in tribal languages at the initial stages with arrangements for switching over to the
regional language.

Il Educated and promising Scheduled Tribe

e youth will be encouraged and trained to take up
teaching in tribal areas.

V. Residential Schools, including Ashram Schools, will be established in large scale.

V. Incentive schemes will be formulated forthe Scheduled Tribes keeping in view their special
needs and life styles. Scholarships for higher education wil| emphagiz’e techni?:al rofessional and
para-professional courses. Special remedial courses and other program t P iy
social impediments will be provided to improve their performance in%a rio[,lnsegogr;eerz ove psy

VL.~ Anganwadis, non-formal adult education centres, wi - et
predominantly inhabited by the Scheduled Tribes, L SHieE o EICHR eIt e

Elementary and Adult Education for the X Five Year Plan (2002
improve the quality of education of triba| children ang to 0
the access to education.

guages. A working group on
clearly emphasized the need t0
Uity as well as further improving
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the tribal areas of Andhra Pradesh, the tribal children start their schooling in Telugu, the language of
the State. Similarly, in Jharkhand or Chhatisgarh, the tribal child learns through Hindi from the be-
ginning of his/her schooling career.

Itis evident, therefore, that tribal languages are not used in schools and tribal children, who are not
familiar with the language of instruction, are at a disadvantage from the start of their educational
career. Besides this, the state curriculum bears very little relationship to the tribal child's culture or
to his/her previous knowledge and understanding. Children are not only Iearnirjg in a language they
do not know, they are also attempting to learn conceptg, which have no famfllar fDUn_dation in that
language. Teachers rarely speak the language of the tribe and few appreciate the chifdren's'tradi-
tional culture. They have had no training in teaching 'second Iapguage_!ea_rners' apd sothe chrif:i.ren
are taught as first language speakers. Many teachgrs are unW|!I|ng to !we inthe trlpal communltres.
Many tribal communities see their language as a hindrance to Improving economic conditions and
accessing better facilities. Sometimes the children conceal their tribal origins as tribal culture and

language is often regarded as inferior.
5.3.2 Medium of Instruction in Primary Schools

Many researches highlight the importance of teaching through mother tongue at the primary
school staggz Some of the important findings of such studies are presented below:
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According to the Census of 2001 the rate of literacy among the tribes is 38.4%, against a
national average of over 60%. The school dropout rate among the tribal children is very high, as we
stated earlier. Considering the adverse conditions of education for these children, these children
do not actually drop out; rather they are 'pushed out'. Itis estimated that 25% of all primary school
children belonging to different linguistic groups, whose language is not the medium of school in-
struction, face "moderate to severe learning disadvantage" (Jhingran 2005). In any case, the high

attrition from formal education results in a disproportionately low representation of tribal students in
higher education.

What concerns us here is that despite several recommendatio
anthropologists, and distinct and specific constitutional provisions, te
tongue for a tribal child has remained a distant dream. This does n
tribal child to learn and conceptualize things, but most importantly cul
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Check Your Progress - |i
1 Discuss the importance of learning through the mother tongue by a tribal child
at the primary stage of education.
2, What are the problems of learning through an alien language at the primary
level by a tribal child?
3 Discuss various initiatives taken by the State governments in teaching
through the mother tongue to the tribal children at the primary stage.

5.4 The Issue of Scripts in Tribal Languages
5.4.1 Introduction

You might have realized by now that in spite of having so many tribal languages and dialects,
why is it so that the language of the State is often used as the medium of instruction in tribal schools.
One of the major problems in learning in mother tongue is the lack of textbooks, which is due again
to lack of scripts for majority of the tribal languages in India. These are interconnected problems,
about which we will discuss in this Section.

Closely related to the issue oftribadl Ian%uage edug?t:;ng iftzZ]:Vgggr[s;?;:gpézZ%;i?:::]
ibal language in education necessita
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The second aspect of the writing system is devising alphabets - a set of symbols - to repre-
sent the meaning of differentiating sounds of the tribal language. Here also cultural and political
considerations intervene with purely linguistic considerations.

Spelling can give rise to problems, as
how to spell the borrowed words from the domi
often disagreement leads to non-use of the tribal language in educati :

: . uc
to arrive at a consensus Involving the community in its delj eralticu,?:?c:‘.IE Itk|s. thergfore, ne}ceizﬁz
education essential for tribal development (Annamalaj 2001 e

5.5  Loss and Preservation of Triba] Languages
5.5.1 Loss of Tribal Languages

Itis an accepted fact that triba| languages in India g i
following factors are attributed to their loss or deatt:? s g overthe ubts
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The international organizations like UNESCO and UNICEF have consistently argued that
respect for the culture and identity of people is an important element in any viable approach to
people centered development. World bodies such as the United Nations and the UNESCO are
keen that all languages of the world are properly managed. And as follow-up of this objective, Worlg
Languages Reports are being written to describe linguistic diversity by studying its evolution, its
current states, explain problems that affect different regions of the world and fing solutions to lin-
guistic communities in danger of extinction, keeping in view the fact that conflicts that occur in the
world are always linked to questions of cultural and linguistic identity (Marti 2000).

The ratified Declarations of the Indigenous Peopfes‘ Organizations states that "the culture of
Indigenous Peoples is part of mankind's cultural patrimony and the customs and usages of the
Indigenous Peoples must be respected by nation states". But the problem In the Indian context is
that small and isolated ancestral languages and cultures, whose number is less than 10,000, get
eliminated in official assessments like the Census Reports. Many apprehend that after a few de-
Cades some of these languages might vanish. In case of a few languages, Th?r?hls the C;'st 0;
Identity. For example, because of political reasons and fear .Of t:_;elng_l;_dﬂvf;ucl)gdmjsas;gzaarz;s ]on
Taraon in Manipur claim they speak Tangkhul because they live |n§‘S:ﬂgear THsiofe foa ére
Other words, languages with less number of speakerg are bound to hI dzpof a.chieving éoncerted
9ross contradictions between objectives to be achieved and metho e whét v
efforts 5 re, therefore, needed to save tribal languages and cuitures_ gro?; ﬁts multic‘u e andqmuiti-
oW is a commitment with confidence to cherish India's age-old pride

lingyg societies.
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5.7 Key Words

Linguistic Genocide Murdering of languages.

Scheduled Language A language recognized as an official language of
India.
Mother tongue

A spoken language/dialect with or without script.

Learner of a language other than his/her mother
tongue.

Second Language Learner:

HigagRation Fragmentation of a language into dialects and sub-

dialects.

Language Loss A state of dilution of language

Language Death Extinction ,
eyl ,IOfa language without a chance of its

5.8 Check Your Learning
1. Discuss various languages spoken by the tripes of India and their distributi
2. Wh_at are the constitutional provisions on Tightto lan ! o rhution

India? guage'for the Scheduled Tribes of
3 Delineate the problems of learning through an alien la

n

early educational problems of the triba| child(rag;mems and Central Agencies to get rid of the
5. Discuss how to develop a script for tribg| languages
B. Delineate the reaso‘ns forthe loss of languages. .
7 Write a brief note on the preservation ang Protectio
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510 Hints/Answers to Questions in Check Your Progress

Check Your Progress - |

1 Discuss all four language families, their divisions, language isolates and distribution of their

speakers in India.

2. Write all the Articles of the Constit
of languages for STs and minorities.

3. Discuss the points under the NPE that includ

onstitution of India that relate to the protection and preservation

e education and mother tongue learning for ST

children.
Check Your Progress - |l |
1. Discuss how important it is to learn in the medium of one's mother tongue atthe primary
stage of education.

Discuss the problems of learning through an alien language

Different State Governments have taken initiatives to impartp
guages. Discuss them.

rimary education in tribal lan

Check Your Progress - 1
pets, spelling, punctuation marks, etc.

and lack of maintenance, etc.
tion of dictionaries, documenta

1. Write about the choice of script, alpha
Discuss about dialectization, dominant language(s)

tai i ara
Write on preparation of textoooks, devising scripts, prep
tion of indigenous knowledge and folklores, etc.




